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Sonnet on Faith 
By Thomas E. Fountain 


- LOOK one step beyond the very next 
Is oft to manufacture things not there, 
And vain creations leave the mind perplexed ; 
They lade the thoughts with anxious fears 
and care. 
To dream what difficulties lie beyond 
Is but to straiten life from what it is, 
Tocast away thy peace, and yea, abscond 
With thine own heritage of Heaven’s bliss. 
Repent thy ways and rest in Christ; receive 
Thy basic cause for everlasting joy. 
Beginning now, God’s promises believe, 
And with believing all thy time employ ; 
No step can falter then for lack of light, 
As darkness trod in faith is almost sight. 


4 
How to Determine Our Duty 


One of the most puzzling problems 
inChristian work is to decide how much 
me can do and when to say no. Most 
Christian workers have more calls on 
their time and strength than they can 
bssibly accept. Years ago a member 
the Tuwes editorial staff asked Dr. 
# Clay Trumbull to help him decide 
vhat he ought to do in such matters. 
Dr. Trumbull, who had an unusual gift 
ft stating truths and principles in 
lever - to - be - forgotten and incisive 
thrases, replied: “Oh, that’s easy! Do 
he things you are paid to do; then the 
hhings you have promised to do; then 
he things you would like to do.” These 
imple and direct words have been a 
Treat help to other members of the edi- 
rial staff ever since they were first 
Moken, and those who follow these 


rules find that they solve many prob- 
lems. When he gave this advice Dr. 
Trumbull was not, of course, ignoring 
the fact that we need divine wisdom, 
and he himself counted upon that com- 
forting promise in James 1:5, “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him.” 


x 
The Load Limit 


God knows our frame, and does not 
place upon us more than we can bear. 
His eye can read the indications which 
show when we are beginning to be 
overloaded. It was due to the efforts 
of Samuel Plimsoll (1824-98), British 
reformer, that the Merchant Shipping 
Act of 1876 was passed, requiring all 
ships to bear a mark known as the 
Plimsoll mark and indicating the max- 
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imum load line. By this act the Board 
of Trade of England was empowered to 
detain any vessel deemed unsafe, and 
the amount of cargo was restricted, thus 
making the long and perilous ocean voy- 
ages of those days much safer. Because 
of his work, Plimsoll became known as 
the sailors’ friend. The Plimsoll mark, 
with its gradations and figures, may be 
seen on the bow of ships near the water 
line as they lie at anchor in a harbor. 
In God’s sight, each of us has a similar 
mark, though we may not be able to 
see it. The burdens and responsibilities 
He gives us may seem unbearable, but 
He knows our limit, His everlasting arms 
are underneath, and by His grace we 
can bear them without sinking. “God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 
way:to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13b). 
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The Greatness of Little Things—I 


chapter four, verses seven to nine, 

we read, “All my state shall Tychicus 
declare unto you, who is a_ beloved 
brother, and a faithful minister and 
fellowservant in the Lord: whom I have 
sent unto you for the same purpose, that 
he might know your estate, and comfort 
your hearts; with Onesimus, a taithful 


I: THE Epistle to the Colossians, 


and beloved brother, who is one of you.. 


They shall make known unto you all 
things which are done here.” 

Having completed the masterly argu- 
ment of this Epistle by showing the 
kind of Christian life that is the result 
and evidence of vital union with the 
crucified and risen Son of God, the 
Apostle Paul looked around for some 
reliable person to carry the precious 
letter from Rome, where it was written, 
to Colosse, where were “the saints and 
faithful brethren in Christ” to whom 
it was addressed (1:2). Whoever vol- 
unteered for the task would have to 
undertake a long, weary journey across 
Italy, then by sea to Greece, across 
Greece, then by sea to the port of 
Ephesus, and from there by rough and 
dangerous ways to the upland Lycus 


esting and 


valley in Asia Minor, where lay Co- 
loss, Hierapolis, and Laodicea, within 
only a few miles of each other. There 
were no railroads, automobiles, air- 
planes, or steamships in those days, 

Paul’s personal attendant, Tychicus, 
“a beloved brother,” was found a willing 
and suitable man to carry a letter of 
such tremendous importance, and Onesi- 
mus, who had left Colossz as a runaway 
slave who had stolen his master’s goods, 
and whom Paul had found and led to 
Christ in Rome, was chosen to accom- 
pany Tychicus. 

In these three verses we have inter- 
instructive side lights on 
apostolic missionary service. Here we 
are, taught the value of Christian sym- 
pathy, the appropriateness of Christian 
commendation, the charm of Christian 
courtesy, and the comfort of Christian 
co-operation. We shall confine ourselves 
now to a consideration of some of the 
valuable and practical lessons suggested 
by these two names, Tychicus and Onesi- 
mus. 


THe GREATNESS OF LITTLE THINGS 
When we understand the far-reaching 
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effect, and the true greatness of little, 
commonplace things done in the serv- 
ice of our Lord Jesus Christ, it helps 
us to practice the teaching of this Epis- 
tle when it says: “And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him... . Do it heart- 
ily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” 
(3:17, 23). Such a consideration should 
urge us all to seek the promised fullness 
of the Holy Spirit who alone can enable 
us to do little things on high levels and 
make ordinary duties shine with the 
light of the extraordinary manner in 
which they are done. If they are done 
“in the name of the Lord Jesus,” heart- 
ily as unto Him, we shall then let our 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see our good works, and glorify 
our Father which is in Heaven (Matt. 
5:16). 


Tychicus is a shining example of the 
true greatness and sacredness of ap- 
parently little things faithfully done in 
the service of the Lord. Our brave 
soldiers on the battlefield consider it an 
honor to be “mentioned in dispatches” 
by their commanding officers. Tychicus 
is not only mentioned by the greatest 
Christian missionary general, but is also 
affectionately commended as “a beloved 
brother, and a faithful minister and fel- 
lowservant in the Lord.” We learn from 
Acts 20:4, 5, that this good man was an 
Ephesian Christian who traveled with 
Paul from Macedonia into Asia and pre- 
ceded him to Troas. He was one of the 
chosen delegates of the church at Ephe- 
sus, the other being Trophimus, who 
accompanied Paul to Jerusalem on the 
occasion of his last visit to that city, 
conveying the love offerings of the Gen- 
tile churches to the poor Jewish breth- 
ren there. In the Ephesian Epistle Paul 
speaks of him affectionately as “a be- 
loved brother and faithful minister in 
the Lord.” This beloved and faithful 
fellow servant was with Paul in his sec- 
ond imprisonment in Rome (2 Tim. 4:12; 
Titus 3:12). In all probability Tychicus 
was one of the fruits of Paul’s three 
years’ ministry in Ephesus on his last 
missionary journey, as we do not hear 
of him until after that time. By his 
loyalty to Christ and his faithfulness in 
little things, he had endeared himself 
to the Apostle Paul, and is a fine exam- 
ple of the truth that ‘while our tasks 
may be different, our Lord and Master 
is the same, and the obedience is the 
same, as taught in this letter that Tychi- 
cus carried from Rome to Colosse: 
“Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing 
that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve 
the Lord Christ.” 


This thought-provoking editorial, with a 
message of encouragement for all who may 
feel that their task in life is not very im- 
portant, is a sermon preached by the Rev. 
George Douglas in Philadelphia at Berachah 
Church, of which he is pastor. 
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LITTLE THINGS. DONE FOR CHRIST 
ARE GREAT 


It is often the little, trivial things in 
Christian life that are most far-reaching 
in ‘their influence. The name of Paul’s 
personal attendant has been made im- 
mortal by his doing little things faith- 
fully “as to the Lord.” We cannot prop- 
erly speak of “great” and “little” things 
in His service when speaking of things 
that are indispensable. 

The great battleship with all her guns, 
machinery, and equipment would be 
quite useless without that little “pintle,” 
a few inches long, which moves the 
rudder and steers the great ship. Al- 
most everyone is familiar with the old 
rhyme about losing a shoe for want of 
a nail, and losing a horse for want of a 
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shoe, and losing a man for want of 

horse, and losing a battle for want of 
man, and losing a kingdom for logs of 
battle. Bring the nail and the kingdon 
together, and you will see the true grea 
ness of the little nail! So the thousay 
and one little things done in the seryig 
of the Lord, whether it be Biving 9 

invitations, dusting the pews, handj 

out hymnbooks, speaking kindly to your 
neighbor in the seat, are as great ay 
important as preaching, because the 
are indispensable! It took both Py 

and Tychicus to get this God-ingpirg 
letter into the hands of the church a 
Colossze, and so both ministered to the 
comfort of the Christians there, and ty 
countless millions down to ourselves! 


(To be continued next week) 
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The Wrong Kind of Union 


Quite a number of Christian ministers 
are exchanging pulpits with Jewish rabbis, 
in a sort of good will, appeasement ges- 
ture. Personally, I am very much opposed 
to this. It does give the impression that 
we are all one, when we are not. The 
problem seems to center on the meaning 
of “worship.” It is a word very much 
abused among people, who perhaps ought 
to know better but, apparently, don’t. 
“Come and Worship” is a slogan used to 
attract people to church. Frequently it 
only means come and help to make a 
crowd, or at best, with these, come to 
church. 

To worship God is more than to do 
homage to a deity, after the traditional 
manner of one’s religious training. It 
means accepting the Word of God. It 
means devotion, or loving Him. It means 
honoring Him with our lives and serving 
Him. Now if tiie Jews do not accept our 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Messiah, then 
Christian people have no part or lot with 
them, so far as religion is concerned.— 
A Toronto reader. 


The Toronto reader is quite right in 
sounding a warning against the kind of 
union which is so popular in these days. 
As Christians, we ought to love all men, 
Jew and Gentile alike, but be on our 
guard against any teaching that is dis- 
honoring to the Lord Jesus Christ. “But 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5: 
44, 45); “As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men” 
(Gal. 6:10); “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). But it is not 
showing real love for their souls when 
we gloss over their sin and opposition 


to God, when “there is no peace, saith 
the Lord, unto the wicked” (Isa, 4: 
22). We may fall into the error of those 
of whom Jeremiah wrote, “They have 
healed also the hurt of the daughter 
of my people slightly, saying, Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace” (Jer, 
6:14). 


Tne Jews as a nation officially and 
repeatedly rejected the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah. They cried, 
“Away with him, away with him, cr- 
cify him” (John 19:15); “His blood be 
on us, and on our children” (Matt. 37: 
25). As a nation, their attitude has not 
yet changed, though there are signs 
showing that more and more individual 
Jews are turning to Christ. When 
Stephen preached Christ, “they were cut 
to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth,” and stoned him to 
death (Acts 7:54, 58); they hounded 
Paul from place to place, and when in 
a final attempt he tried to persuade 
“them concerning Jesus, both out of the 
law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening, . . . some 
believed the things which were spoken, 
and some believed not... and the Jews 
departed, and had_ great reasoning 
among themselves” (Acts 28:23, 24, 29). 
He loved the Jews, and could s9, 
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayel 
to God for Israel is, that they might 
be saved” (Rom. 10:1), and even welt 
so far as to say, “I could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according 
the flesh” (Rom. 9:3). But he never 
made the mistake of compromising with 
them. He wrote the Epistle to the Gala- 
tians to combat the Judaizing teachers 
in the early Church, and he preached 
“Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stul 
blingblock, and unto the Greeks fo0l 

(Continued on page 681) 
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Life on the Dresden After the Zamzam Was Sunk 


Prison fare, crowded quarters, and with it all, the peace of God 











= 


By Roy F. Brill 











——— 


E following afternoon we were 
Tianstersea to the Dresden, the ship 
that had approached us during the 
night. Going up the ladder and on to the 
deck, we were greeted with these words, 
‘Right on forward into number two 
hold! And don’t try any monkey busi- 
ness!” They told us they had rifles, a 
machine gun or two, and many hand 
grenades in case any “funny” ideas 
cropped up in our heads. Here was a 
hold 55 feet by 55 feet square, and it 
was to accommodate 108 men. This 
meant that almost all the available space 
was taken for sleeping. Some were for- 
tunate enough to secure mattresses from 
the Zamzam, while others had to make 
their own. We were given muslin bags, 
and told to cut the bands on the bales 
of pressed cotton in the hold and pick 
enough for mattresses. The hold was 
stifling to begin with, but now much of 
the cotton found its way into our hair 
and the air was thick with dust. Our 
surroundings were anything but pleas- 
ant. 



























Our Lesson in Thankfulness 


That evening the hold was in darkness 
from dusk till dawn. I was in a corner 
with four other missionaries, and we 
dubbed it “cockroach corner.” God gives 
grace even to bear these creatures. The 
remainder of the time, during the long 
jarney of approximately 17,000 miles, 
we had two little blue bulbs in that hold 
burning all night. 

Each person was given a towel, about 
the size of a guest towel, and a small 
piece of soap. Each received an enamel 
bowl, a spoon, and a tin cup. The bowl 
served many uses besides eating, for 
with it we bathed ourselves, washed our 
clothes, and used it for shaving. The 
sanitary conditions were appalling. 

Meal time was the hour for specula- 
tion, for standing in line we would try 
to imagine beforehand what we would 
have. In the beginning the inevitable 
gruel that we called “Billboard Paste” 
was set before us, with sour bread and 
tea. Much of the time we had rice, — 
so much that someone said if we had 
much more we would be in danger of 
becoming slant-eyed. It was now, how- 
ever, that we asked the Lord to teach 
us one of the hardest lessons to be 
learned on the Dresden, which was to 
thank the Lord for any kind of food 
Placed before us. Paul had said, “Not 
that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content” (Phil. 4:11). 
Then too we have these words, “In every 

















































When two and one half tons of their 
personal belongings went to the bot- 
tom of the ocean with the Zamzam, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brill for the second 
time lost all they had. Several years 
ago their house in the Congo was 
struck by lightning and destroyed 
with all the contents. As Mr. Brill 
writes in this second article, he now 
learned from personal experience 
the meaning of Hebrews 10:34, “For 
ye had compassion of me in my 
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling 
of your goods, knowing in your- 
selves that ye have in heaven a bet- 
ter and an enduring substance.” 
And even in those trying days fol- 
lowing the sinking of the Zamzam, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brill and the other mis- 
sionaries, by the grace of God, 
obeyed the exhortation of verse 35, 
“Cast not away therefore your con- 
fidence, which hath great recom- 
pence of reward.” Mr. Brill’s story 
of this sea tragedy and the miracu- 
lous escape of the missionaries and 
other travelers will be concluded in 
next aveek’s issue of the Times. 








*thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(1 Thess. 5:8). Look toward No. 2 hatch 
and see missionaries, food before them, 
asking the Lord really to make them 
thankful for the food, though it is neith- 
er palatable nor nourishing. We asked 
Captain Jager to give us something dif- 
ferent if possible, for we felt we would 
eventually suffer physically. His first 
attempt was mixing a few prunes in 
with the paste. Several mornings we 
were given a bowl filled with tapioca. 
Despite the food and the conditions un- 
der which we were now living, the Lord 
marvelously undertock for us daily, sus- 
taining even those who suffered for some 
time from intestinal trouble. 

We tried now to make our quarters 
as comfortable and homelike as possible. 
Having selected one of the corners of 
the hold along with three other mission- 
aries, we decided each night to have fel- 
lowship together in prayer. Andrew 
Murray has written a book called, “With 
Christ in the School of Prayer,” and 
we felt that our corner had become a 
schoolroom indeed in which He was now 
enabled to speak to our hearts as never 
before. We were like Mary sitting at 
the feet of our blessed Lord finding that 
one thing which is needful, an increased 
knowledge of Himself. Many times dur- 
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ing the journey one or another would 
pray, “Lord, we are sure of one thing. 
If Thou dost bring us safely through this 
experience, as we believe Thou wilt, we 
will be better servants for Thee.” 

We wondered in what way God would 
speak to our hearts as we gathered on 
No, 4 hatch for our first Sunday service 
on the Dresden. Doctor O’Neil, Southern 
Baptist medical missionary, had been 
asked to speak at that time and to our 
utter joy we found that God had laid 
upon his heart Psalm 23. How sweet the 
words sounded in our ears, “Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me” (Psa. 23:4). It was as 
though the Lord were speaking directly 
to our hearts, saying, “Do not be dis- 
couraged, or despondent, or down- 
hearted. What you need to do is to en- 
courage yourselves in Me.” We noticed 
that most of the time the message was 
being given Captain Jager stayed 
on the deck directly overhead listening. 


Comfort from the Scriptures 


The first three days oh board the Dres- 
den we were unable to be with our 
wives. It seemed strange to be on the 
same ship, separated by only about fifty 
feet, and yet not be able to be together. 
The women had not only fully occupied 
the cabins available, but were also 
sleeping on the floor of the smoking 
room and lounge. They, like us, were 
willing now to walk with the Lord one 
step at a time, as is shown by a poem 
Mrs. Brill placed in her diary for Mon- 
day, April 21. 

So I’ve nothing to do with tomorrow, 

Its burdens then why should I bear? 

Should He fill it with joy or with sorrow, 

He will help me, with Him all to share. 


I have nothing to do with tomorrow, 
My Saviour will make that His care, 
Its grace and its strength I can’t borrow, 
So why should I borrow its care? 
—Major D. W.,Whittle. 
When we were finally allowed to-see 
our wives daily, the two hours from 10 
a. m. until 12 noon became an oasis dur- 
ing the course of the twenty-four hours. 
It was then that we ‘compared notes, 
telling each other of the manner in 
which God had witnessed to our hearts, 
through His Word or by His Spirit. On 
one occasion as we were seated together 
on the deck, Kitty turned to me and 
said, “Roy, I would like to give you the 
verses which I received from the Lord: 
‘He sent from above, he took me, he 
drew me out of many waters. He de- 
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livered me from my strong enemy, and 
from them which hated me: ‘for they 
were too strong for me. They prevented 
me in the day of my calamity: but the 
Lord was my stay. He brought me forth 
also into a large place; he delivered me, 
because he delighted in me’” (Psa. 18: 
16-19). It is impossible to express in 
words the manner in which the Lord, 
from time to time, comforted our hearis 
with the Word. Having lost our Bibles 
with the sinking of the Zamzam, we bor- 
rowed portions of the Word from others 
as we had opportunity. The Lord speaks 
of hungering and thirsting after right- 
eousness, and surely this was our atti- 
tude for the Word of God. 

For eight days we drifted back and 
forth within a radius of approximately 
one hundred miles. It became evident 
to all of us that Captain Jager was wait- 
ing for the return of the Tamesis. Would 
there be more prisoners to be trans- 
ferred to our ship, as the possible result 
of another “lucky” catch? How could 
we possibly find accommodations for 
more than the three hundred people who 
were now already on the ship? Would 
Captain Jager now receive orders from 
his superior telling him to take us to 
some neutral port or ship? Opinions 
varied respecting all these questions. A 
petition was formulated by all the men 
in hold No. 2 and the women. It set 
forth two points: 

(1) Put us ashore as quickly as possible, 
at the nearest South American or neutral 
West African port. 

(2) Transfer us at the first opportunity 
to a neutral ship en route to the United 
States, South America, or South Africa. 

The morning of April 26, as we came 
on deck, we saw that the raider had 
returned. Apparently she had not been 
in contact with any vessels during the 
course of those eight days, for the in- 
jured men aboard her told us that dur- 
ing that time no shots had been fired. 
Some of the things we experienced that 
day I have recorded in my diary, and 
would like to pass it on just as it is. 

Saturday, April 26.—This morning the 
raider appeared again, and how thankful 
we were that it was not during the night. 

We were allowed on deck only long 

enough to wash ourselves, but it was suf- 

ficient time to see the confirmation of the 
promise He had given the day the Zam- 
zam sank; in the west was a beautiful rain- 
bow. In that moment there came a peace 
within and I knew the Lord would work. 

This day is an important one, for our fate 

will be decided by the captain of the 

raider and also Captain Jager. The Lord 

spoke to my heart f:om Matthew 10:31, 

“Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more 

value than many sparrows.” All through 

the morning they transferred goods from 

the Tamesis to the Dresden, and it is 

rumored that a long trip is ahead of us. 
Going to see Kitty I was met by little 

Edith, who was delighted with the doll 

which I had made for her. Now I must 

make something for the others. They say 
necessity is the mother of invention, and 

I surely believe it. Many of the men are 

making things out of wood. What an in- 

genius bunch we are turning out to be! 
Immediately before lunch, Mr. Murphy 
[one of the editors of Fortune, who wrote 
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the article in Life, June 23] was taken 
over to the raider, where he was to dis- 
cuss the subject of our destination. As he 
left, several of us went below asking the 
Lord to guide concerning the petition. We 
realized only too well that our help is in 
Him. When he returned sometime later, 
we learned that we would have three al- 
ternatives: ; 

(1) Be placed on a neutral ship going 
to Africa. 

(2) Be placed on a neutral ship going 
to the United States or South America. 

(3) Taken to a neutral port. 


The next day coming up on deck I 
found myself singing over and over 
again, “Safely through another week, 
God has brought us on our way.” Al- 
ready we had started in a northwesterly 
direction, and from what we could gath- 
er a long trip was before us. Daily we 
endeavored to adjust ourselves to our 
surroundings, which were anything but 
comfortable. Now as before, we asked 
the Lord to give us a time in which we 
could gather together for prayer and the 
study of His Word. A small room, in 
the region of the forecastle, was given to 
us by the captain, and we gathered daily 
at 8 a.m. There was a unity felt and 
manifested such as heretofore we had 
not known. Now we felt that not only 
theoretically but practically we were one 


in Christ. 


One of the main topics of conversation 
throughout these days was the loss of 
our goods. Comparatively few had sent 
their things on other boats, and as a 
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result the major part of all our outfy 
was now lost. At first, our personal log 
of two-and-one-half tons of 2004s 
seemed enormous. For years we ha 
prayed for a mimeograph, and now ; 
was gone. Our new clothes, householj 
articles, and other personal effects, whic, 
we had packed so carefully, were noy 
at the bottom of the ocean. Our firy 
outfit, which we had left on the field 
was destroyed when our house in the 
Congo was struck by lightning. Now oy 
new outfit had been lost at sea, so we 
were tested by fire and water. For many 
years I had known the verse which 
speaks of taking the spoiling of oy 
goods joyfully (Heb. 10:34), but now 
this became an actual experience, Oy 
goods had been valuable, but the Lord 
is of infinitely more value. 

Many of the men and women now be. 
gan to suffer from intestinal trouble 
Each day would see a line of men waiting 
outside the doctor’s door for treatment, 
Near the bow of the boat a small room 
was cleaned out and converted into a 
small hospital. The bismuth and char. 
coal which was being given to the sick 
was quickly consumed and now the only 
help offered was a change in the diet. 
A slip of paper received from the doc- 
tor entitled the sick to white bread in- 
stead of brown, and the line up was 
now before the cook. 


(To be continued next week) 








to us in answer to prayer 








Little Elaine is Rescued From the Zamzam 


How our four-year-old daughter was restored 


By Curtis G. Morrill 











ERE we are back in the United 

States instead of in the heart of 
Africa as we had expected. It was just 
three months to a day from the time 
we sailed from New York on the Zam- 
zam until we returned on the Portu- 
guese freighter Luse. These have been 
the most unusual as well as the most 
trying months of our lives. Yet, through 
it all, God has been wonderfully faithful, 
both in protecting us and in supply- 
ing our needs. One incident which illus- 
trates this happened to our four-and-a- 
half-year-old daughter. 





Mr. and Mrs. Morrill, who are 
missionaries of the Brethren 
Church, were on their way back to 
Africa with their two children, 
Stephen, 17 months old, and Elaine, 
when the Zamzam was sunk. Mr. 
Morrill is a graduate of Ashland 
Seminary, now Grace Theological 
Seminary, at Ashland, Ohio. He 
and Mrs. Morrill had served four 
years in French Equatorial Africa. 











When we were awakened on the 
morning of April 17, it was not by the 
usual breakfast bell but by three- to 
six-inch shells exploding in and about 
the ship. This continued for about fif- 
teen minutes. We were busy getting 
wraps about us and the children. When 
the shelling finally ceased we made for 
our lifeboat which was in the stern of 
the ship. When we arrived at our life- 
boat station, we found the Egyptian 
crew had not yet lowered the boat into 
the water. We commanded them to do 
so at once, as most of the other boats 
were already being loaded. After 
nearly capsizing the boat, they finally 
succeeded in getting it in the water 
alongside of the ship. As soon as the 
rope ladder was let down the Egyptian 
crew became all action, scrambling 
down first into the boat. Some of the 
waiting passengers stepped forward to 
protest, but the officer in charge said 
that this was necessary to man the boat 
and to keep it alongside the ship. 

The women were among the first of 
the passengers to go down the ladder. 
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Lesson for September 7 


My wife and I agreed that she should 
not try to carry either of the children 
down the ladder. In fact, I considered 
that she would be fortunate to reach the 
poat safely as the ship was listing and 
our side high out of the water. Our 
little girl, Elaine, was not able to climb 
down by herself. One of the men agreed 
to carry her down, so I took the baby 
and proceeded overside and down to 
the boat some twenty-five feet below. 
On arriving there, I found the man in 
the boat and Elaine still on the deck of 
the ship. I lost a moment handing the 
baby to my wife and turned to go up 
the ladder again for our little girl. As 
I tuned to do so the crew cut the 
ropes holding the boat to the ship and 
pushed away, leaving another little girl 
near the bottom of the ladder and sev- 
eral other passengers above her. This, 
of course, in spite of all our immediate 
protests, most of which meant little to 
the Arabic-speaking Egyptians. Some 
of them did understand enough to re- 
ply that they feared the Germans would 
machine-gun us or that the Zamzam 
would sink suddenly and suck the boat 
under with it. 

It seemed for a moment that they 
would row back to get the others who 
were left, as our lifeboat was not full. 
However, this was apparently only due 
to poor rowing. I tried to call to those 
on deck to throw Elaine overboard so 
that we could pick her up, but to no 
avail. Then I tried to jump overboard 
and swim back to the ship, at least to 
be with her, but strong arms seized 
me. During this time our boat steadily 
pulled away from the ship, which looked 
ready to turn over and sink any mo- 
ment. 

Passengers left on deck by our boat 
went to other parts of the ship seeking 
to find a place in other lifeboats. The 
last sight that we saw distinctly while 
leaving the ship was of Elaine standing 
on the deck with a lone Egyptian. The 
agony experienced by her parents dur- 
ing the moments is, of course, inde- 
scribable. Only those who have gone 
through similar experiences understand. 
We found that the mother of the little 
girl left at the bottom of the ladder 
was also in our boat. The father and 
little brother were left on the ship. 
Several others in the boat had been thus 
Separated by the action of our boat 
crew, 

As the ship was now some distance 
away from us we could do nothing more 
to get Elaine off the ship. Most of the 
Passengers in our boat were mission- 
aries. Someone suggested that we pray, 
so we had a prayer meeting in the boat. 
As a result the Lord immediately gave 
us both a marvelous peace concerning 
our little girl, We learned many things 
the next hour as we waited, not know- 
Ing what minute the Zamzam would 
turn over and sink. 

A short time after we took to the life- 
boats the German raider appeared astern 
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of the ship and signaled all boats along- 


side. They were taking us aboard! 
After they had ruthlessly shelled the 
unarmed ship without warning, it had 
not occurred to’us that they would pick 
us up. However, they were doing just 
that. 

By this time about a third of the 
passengers and crew were floating about 
in the water, as several lifeboats had 
been either destroyed or damaged by 
the shelling. We did not know whether 
one of those bobbing in the water was 
our little girl or not. We could only 
wait. We found that God’s grace is 
sufficient even under such conditions. 
Soon the Germans had two motor 
launches out picking up those in the 
water and we hoped and prayed they 
would find Elaine. 

As we pulled alongside the raider we 
saw another boat farther astern also 
being unloaded of its occupants. Half- 
way up the ladder of that boat we saw 
a little girl being carried by a German 
sailor. She was the same size as Elaine 
and wore the same sort of pajamas. Our 
minds were at ease again concerning 
her whereabouts. When we reached the 
deck of the raider we found, however, 
that this was another little girl of 
Elaine’s age. Again our hearts sank 
within us. We searched about for her 
but to no avail. Finally the Germans 
became concerned. They said: ‘Surely 
you must be mistaken. They would not 
leave a little girl on board the ship.” 
The captain of the raider gave orders to 
hunt for Elaine and bring her off first 
if they found her aboard. 

There are many details which we do 
not know and doubtless never will. 
Somehow Elaine was taken or found her 
way forward to the main deck of the 
Zamzam. A couple of lifeboats seem to 
have pulled away and left her. The 
Lord, however, did not leave her alone 
but graciously arranged so that one of 
the lady missionaries in our party was 
left on board also and found Elaine. 
We, of course, had no way of knowing 
this at the time. At least a couple of 
hours elapsed between the time when 
we were separated on the deck of the 
Zamzam and the time when Elaine was 
returned by the German launch. Dur- 
ing this time she had been waiting 
quietly on the deck of the ship with her 
“Aunty Grace.” 

One of the big German sailors brought 
Elaine up the ladder of the raider and 
delivered her to her daddy who was 
waiting for her. It was then that she 
began to cry for the first time. Her 
first question was, “Daddy, why did you 
leave me?” 

We tried to explain to the four-year- 
old how it had happened. Then she 
asked, “How did you send for me?” 

We replied, “We asked Jesus to get 
you and bring you to us.” 

Truly Jesus had done it. How we 
thanked Him for giving our little girl 
back to us! We could hardly feel badly 
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after that, even when we watched the 
Zamzam sink, though it had most of our 
material possessions on board. Truly, 
values had changed greatly in a few 
minutes that day. 
ASHLAND, OHIO. 
we 


The Wrong Kind of Union 


(Continued from second page) 


ishness” (1 Cor. 1:23). Modernism has 
sapped the spiritual vitality of min- 
isters of the Gospel, and made them 
shrink from the offense of the cross. It 
has exalted a foolish sentimentalism, 
which leads men to believe that all sin- 
cere men, — Jew and Gentile, Modernist 
and Fundamentalist, Protestant and 
Catholic, Mohammedan and Buddhist, — 
are “all on the same road, and working 
towards the same end.” A man can 
be perfectly sincere and take the wrong 
train, but his sincerity will not bring 
him to his destination. Christ “is the 
stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of 
the corner. Neither is there salvation 
in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:11, 
12). Any union that makes light of this 
fact is misleading and dangerous. The 
Lord Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, 
“The hour cometh, when ye shall neither 
in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusa- 
lem, worship the Father. . . . The hour 
cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth. . . . God is a spirit: 
and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:21-24). Christ is the one Mediator 
between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5), the 
foundation of all true union and wor- 
ship. 

When the present Editor of the Times 
was in Keswick, England, in 1923, and 
in Jerusalem in 1931, he had happy and 
profitable fellowship with Arthur T. 
Upson, a veteran missionary to Egypt. 
Mr. Upson said that on one of his trips 
in the country he fell into conversation 
with a Coptic priest. This man was so 
impressed with Mr. Upson’s testimony 
that he said, “I wish you would come 
to my church tonight and preach ‘Come 
to Church’ to my people.” Mr. Upson re- 
plied, “I will gladly come to your 
church, and take the first half of the 
service, and preach ‘Come to Christ.’ 
You may take the second half, and 
preach, ‘Come to Church.’” The priest 
agreed, and Mr. Upson went to the Cop- 
tic church that evening. He preached 
Christ during the first half of the serv- 
ice, “and,” said he, “there was no sec- 
ond half!” He proclaimed the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour with such 
power and attractiveness that the 
thought of coming to church was only 
secondary, and the people wanted to 


hear more of the One who is altogether 
lovely. 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 7. REVELATION: A MESSAGE TO PERSECUTED 


International Uniform Lesson.—Revelation 1 to 3; printed text, Revelation 2:1-11 


Golden Text.—Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.—Rev. 2:10 


















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lessor 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Rev. 2:1-11. 





Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Rev. 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These 
things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how 
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried 
them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found 
them liars: 

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake 
hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love. 

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolai- 
tanes, which I also hate. 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These 
things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 




























AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Rev. 2:1 To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 

These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right 
hand, he that walketh in the midst of the seven golden ' candle. 
sticks: 2 I know thy works, and thy toil and 2 patience, and that 
thou canst not bear evil men, and didst try them that call them- 
selves apostles, and they are not, and didst find them false: 3 and 
thou hast * patience and didst bear for my name's sake, and hast 
not grown weary. 4 But I have this against thee, that thou didst 
leave thy first love. 5 Remember therefore whence thou art 
fallen, and repent and do the first works; or else I come to thee, 
and will move thy * candlestick out of its place, except thou repent, 
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitans, 
which I also hate. 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, to him 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the * Paradise of 
God. 

8 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These things saith the first and the last, who ® was dead, and lived 
again: 9 I know thy tribulation, and thy poverty (but thou art 
rich), and the *blasphemy of them that say they are Jews, and 
they are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Fear not the things 
which thou art about to suffer: behold, the devil is about to cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; 7 and ye shall have 
Stribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee the crown of life. 





death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 


death. 









The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE Book of Revelation, or the 
Apocalypse, is the great prophetic 
book of the New Testament and is 
intimately linked with the Old Testa- 
ment Book of Daniel. It is not a sealed 
book, however (Rev. 22:10), as was the 
earlier Apocalypse (Dan. 12:9). In fact, 
the unsealed Book of Revelation breaks 
the seal on Daniel. Here we have a fore- 
cast of things still future, but which must 
shortly come to pass (1:1). It 
readily divides into three parts, accord- 
ing to chapter 1:19. The first division is 
chapter one, “the things which” John 
' had “seen,” the vision of the Son of man 
in the midst of the golden lampstands, 
representing Christ as the _ priestly 
Judge in the midst of His churches on 
earth. The second division, “the things 
which are,” embraces chapters 2 and 3, 
where under the similitude of seven let- 
ters addressed to seven assemblies or 
churches, where John had labored for 
years, located in the Roman proconsular 
province of Asia, we have a remarkable 
outline picture of the moral and spiritual 
















9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, 
art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suifer: 
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; 
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto 


11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
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garden: as 


behold, lampstands. 


ten days. 
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condition of the professing church from 
apostolic days to the end of its testi- 
mony on the earth. Division three is 
from chapter 4 to 22, “the things which 
shall be after these things,” events in 
Heaven and on earth from the rapture 
of the Church (represented by the twen- 
ty-four elder priests in Heaven) right 
on to the bringing in of the new heavens 
and earth. The symbols used are all 
explained or plainly referred to else- 
where in the Scriptures. 


The Historical Setting 


The Apostle John, who had labored 
for many years in the district known as 
Asia, with his home in Ephesus, was 
banished to the isle of Patmos in the 
Aegean Sea, in the reign of Domitian 
(A. D. 81-96) because of his faithful 
testimony. According to Eusebius it was 
in the latter part of this reign that John’s 
imprisonment took place, and that this 
book was written. 


Verse by Verse 


Rev. 2:1.—‘The angel of the church.” 
An angel is a messenger. The letters are 
addressed to the recognized messengers 
of the various local churches, those who 
ministered God’s Word among them. “He 
that holdeth the seven stars in his right 


what the Spirit saith to the churches. 
not be hurt of the second death. 

2Or, 
in Gen. 2:8. 
ancient authorities read, and may have. 


The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


11 He that hath an ear, let him hear 
He that overcometh shail 
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hand.” The seven stars are the messen- 
gers. They were directly responsible to 
and controlled by the Lord Himself. 


Verse 2.—‘Thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars.” These believers 
tested men who professed to be Christ's 
apostles, and when they found they did 
not ring true, they refused to accept 
them as teachers of the Word. 


Verse 3—“For my name’s sake hast 
laboured, and hast not fainted.” This 
church was characterized not only by 
strict orthodoxy, but by earnest labori- 
ous service, and this for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 


Verse 4—‘Thou hast left thy first 
love.” Though there was so much to 
commend, there was one fatal defect, 
which detracted from the value of all 
the rest for which they were given 
credit, —love was lacking. Note it does 
not say they had lost, but left their first 
love. The heart was estranged from 
Christ Himself. 


Verse 5.—‘Repent, and do the first 
works.” The Lord called for a return to 
the fervor and devotedness of early days, 
otherwise He would “remove” the “can- 
dlestick,” that is, they would not con- 
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Lesson for September 7 


tinue long as a witness for Him in the 
scene where they had been so mightily 
ysed in days gone by. 

verse 6—“The deeds of the Nicolai- 
tanes.” Some suppose this to refer to 
an unknown sect who coupled licentious 
practices with a Christian profession. 
But the more likely supposition is that 
we should regard “Nicolaitanes” as an 
yntranslated Greek word, meaning con- 
querors Or rulers over the laity. This 
would suggest that extreme clericalism 
which was exhibited in Diotrephes (3 
John 9, 10) and which was manifested 
very early in the churches and eventu- 
ally became an established, authoritative 
system. See verse 15. 


Verse 7.—‘To him that overcometh.” 
The overcomer is one who is born of 
God (1 John 5:4) in contrast to those 
who have but a name to live, while spir- 
itually dead (Rev. 3:1). “Will I give to 
eat of the tree of life.” Christ Himself 
is the Tree of Life and all real believers 
will find their portion and joy in fellow- 
ship with Him through all the ages to 
cme, in the “paradise of God,” the 
eternal home of the heavenly saints (2 
Cor. 12:3, 4). 


Verse 8.—“The first and the last.” It 
is Christ Himself who is the beginning 
and the ending, the Alpha and Omega, 
of our faith, He who was “dead, and is 
alive” is ever interested in all that His 
suffering people are passing through in 
this world. 


Verse 9—‘*The blasphemy of them 
which say they are Jews, and are not.” 
These were the determined legalist op- 
ponents of the Gospel, glorying in their 
Jewishness and yet not Jews at all in 
the sight of God (Rom. 2:28, 29). Jew is 
a contraction of Judah meaning praise 
(Gen. 29:35). The Judaisers were the 
strongest opponents of the Gospel of 
grace, and are here denominated a “syna- 
gogue of Satan” because of their violent 
opposition to the truth (1 Thess. 2: 14-16). 


Verse 10.—‘The devil shall cast some of 
jou into prison.” Already bitter perse- 
cution had begun. Behind the human 
powers.who sought to destroy the church 
was Satan himself, the inveterate enemy, 
of God and man, who sought by moving 
the secular rulers against the Christians 
to throttle the new movement in its 
early days, but it was ever manifested 
that “the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church.” “Ye shall have 
tritulation ten days.’ There may be a 
shadowy reference here to the ten dis- 
unct edicts of persecution issued by the 
Roman emperors in the first three cen- 
turies of the Christian era. To the faith- 
ful was promised “a crown of life.” This 
‘snot to be confounded with eternal life, 
Which is God’s free gift (Rom. 6:23), 
but the crown signifies a victor’s wreath, 
the reward to be given at the judgment 
sat of Christ for enduring suffering 
ven unto death itself (Jas. 1:12). 


Verse 11—“Not be hurt of the second 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


Leiden Calendar 


The complete list of International: Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had frdm The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at-10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


10. (23) September 7.—Revelation: A 
Message to Persecuted Churches. 
Revelation 1 to 3 
11. (24) September 14.—The Eternal 
God, the Source of Help. 
Revelation 7:9-17 
12. (25) September 21.—Overcoming the 
Adversary . Revelation 12:1 to 15:4 
13. (26) September 28.—The Fulfillment 
of History: The New Jerusalem. 
Revelation 21 and 22 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 5.—God Our Heavenly 
Father. Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 34: 
4-7; Psalm 103:1-13; Isaiah 40:27-31; 
Matthew 6:24-34; 22:35-38; John 4: 
24; 14:20-23; Acts 17:24-30; 1 John 1:1-4 
2. October 12.—Christ Our Saviour. 
Matthew 1:21; 20:25-28; Luke 19:1- 
10; John 3:16; 6:66-69; Acts 4:12; 
Romans 3:21-26; 8:31-39; 2 Corinth- 
ians 5:14-21; Philippians 2:5-11; 
1 Timothy 1:15 
3. October 19.—The Holy Spirit Our 
Helper. Genesis 1:2; Psalm 51:11; 
Isaiah 63:10-14; Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
11:13; John 3:5-8; 14:26; 16:7-14; 
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 32, 33; 4:31; 10:44- 
48; 19:1-7; Romans 8:9, 12-17, 26-28; 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13; 2 Cor- 
inthians 13:14; Galatians 5:22-26; 
Revelation 1:10; 22:17 
4. October 26.—Civic Responsibility Re- 
garding Beverage Alcohol (Interna- 
tional Temperance Sunday). Deuter- 
onomy 5:32, 33; 11:26-28; Isaiah 28: 
. 1-6; Habakkuk 2:12 








death.” This is the promise to the over- 
comer. Though he might suffer physical 
death for Christ’s sake, and so win the 
martyr’s crown, he need have. no fear 
of the second death, the lake of fire 
(Rev. 20:12-15) which is to be the sad 
portion of those who reject the Gospel 
and refuse to be saved. 
Lesson Outline 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES 
Ephesus—orthodox, but lacking in love 
(Rev. 2:1-7) ; 
Smyrna—persecuted, but faithful (vs. 
8-11) 
Pergamos—confessing a true Christ, but 
worldly in life (vs. 12-17) 
Thyatira—superstitious and tolerant of 
immorality (vs, 18-29) 
Sardis—formal and with little reality 
(3: 1-6) 
Philadelphia—fervent and faithful (vs. 
7-13) 
Laodicea—lukewarm and boastful (vs. 
14-22) 
The Heart of the Lesson 
Christ values love for Himself above 
all else. Nothing can take its place. Or- 
thodoxy in doctrine, earnestness in serv- 
ice, steadfastness in refusing to give 


place to false teachers: all these are im- 
portant in their- place. But if divorced 
from love, they are not acceptable to 
Him. He wants a people who cling to 
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the truth because of love for Him who 
is the truth. From this all faithfulness 
springs. He who loves Christ supremely 
will be prepared to suffer even unto 
death rather than dishonor Him who is 
enshrined in the heart as the One worthy 
of all affection and devotedness. Where 
He has not only the first place in the 
heart, but the whole heart, all else is 
easy, and His followers will rejoice to 
suffer shame for His sake (Acts 5:40, 41). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


If we view these seven churches as 
setting forth the moral and spiritual con- 
dition of the professing church through- 
out the Christian dispensation, we may 
divide Church History as follows: 
Ephesus: the apostolic church of the first 

century. 

Smyrna: the persecuted church, to the 
death of Diocletian, A. D. 312. 

Pergamos: the union of Church and 
State under Constantine and his suc- 
cessors, to about A. D. 600. 

Thyatira: the Romish apostasy from the 
setting up of the papacy, at the begin- 
ning of the seventh century, to the 
return of the Lord. 

Sardis: the formal state churches follow- 
ing the Reformation, with their thous- 
ands of baptized persons who knew 
nothing of the new birth. 

Philadelphia: the revival movement of 
the last two centuries: a return to 
Christ and the Word. 

Laodicea: the latitudinarian or liberal 
(Modernistic) movement of the last 
days of Christendom. 


Applications and Summaries 


The Book of Revelation throws the 
light of the future on present scenes, 
enabling the humble and reverent be- 
liever to order his life now in the light 
of then. 


The true title of this book is not the 
Revelation of St. John the Divine, but 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1) and 
it should therefore be precious to all 
who love Him. 


The sword of Christ’s mouth (1:16; 
2:16) is the Word of God, by which ev- 
erything is to be tested. Are we careful 
to order our ways in accordance with 
that Word? 


It is a snare to substitute a funda- 
mental confession of faith for devotion 
to Christ and a godly life. Soundness in 
faith should be coupled with a yielded 
life. Are we careful to maintain this 
condition of heart before God? 


In the letter to the lukewarm Laodi- 
cean church, which glories in its breadth 
and liberality and boasts that it is rich 
and increased with goods, the Lord Jesus 
is seen outside the door. 

It is quite possible to carry on a 
church service and seem to be accom- 
plishing great things, while Christ Him- 
self is on the outside. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
AS the Book of The Revelation writ- 
ten as all other books of the Bible, by 
a man under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit? 
2. What is the meaning of “revelation”? 
3. Why should we study the Book of The 
Revelation? 
4. How are modern churches leaving the 
Lord Jesus Christ, their ‘‘first love’’? 
5. Is a Christian’s lack of love for the 
Lord a sin? 
6. What organizations in your church are 
duplicating the “works” of Ephesus? 


7. Who are the overcomers? 


8. What is the “paradise of God” men- 
tioned in verse 7? 
9. Discuss, in relation to other Scripture, 


what is said about Christ in Revelation 2:8. 


10. How may a present-day Christian re- 
semble the figure used in Revelation 2:1? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the Ic-zon questions are 
given on page 688 of this issue. 


wg 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
- editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
When We Haven’t Much to Show.— 
I know thy works, and thy labour, and 
thy patience (Rev. 2:2). There is a very 
human story told of a commercial trav- 
eler who presented himself before his 
chief after finishing his round. Taking 
the very small batch of orders in his 
hand, the manager looktd at the man 
and said, “And is this all you’ve done?” 
In reply the man looked steadily at his 
employer and said, “No, sir, it isn’t all 
I’ve done, but I’m afraid it is all I can 
show.” In our work for God it is often 
when we toil hardest that we can show 
the least tangible result. But if there 
has been the earnest endeavor to serve 
Christ, we may be sure that he knows all 
about it, and will reward us accordingly. 
—From the United Methodist. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Heaven Listens In.—I know thy works 
(v. 2). A police officer of Millburn, N. J., 
faces departmental charges because his 
audience was unsympathetic. One night 
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at the station house the boys were loll- 
ing around the radio when upon their 
startled and delighted ears (and upon 
those of the crews of cruising radio cars 
and some short-wave listeners) there 
burst a first-class radio drama! Officer 
P., according to the charges, was enter- 
taining an unidentified young lady in 
his prowl car, and had forgotten to turn 
off the two-way radio. Just what went 
on, the police chief would not say, but 
his report pointed out that “the 
lady neither required information, nor 
was aged, infirm, blind, suddenly taken 
ill, injured, or otherwise unable to take 
care of herself,” and that the drama “was 
not in the line of duty, or relating to 
public, police, or safety measures.” Be- 
fore smiling at policeman P. for his for- 
getfulness of the two-way radio, pause 
and. ask yourself, “Am I forgetting that 
Heaven has something superior to two- 
way radio which is recording my 
thoughts, motives, and attitudes, as well 
as my words and actions?”—From Now. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


The Unfamiliar House.—Nevertheless I 
ha» somewhat against thee, because 
th hast left thy first love (v. 4). 
Frum the parish bulletin of the Church 
of the Reformation, Columbia, S. C., via 
the Lutheran, as an intermediary, we lift 
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the following anecdote. A little girl hag 
been taken to church for the first time 
and she was somewhat surprised by the 
general style of the building, which wa 
quite unlike anything she had pre viously 
seen. “Whose house is this?” she askeg 
“It is God’s house,” her mother answereq 
The child took another critical view of 
the building. “It is a very nice house” 
she finally soliloquized. “We have never 
called here before.”—From Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by Katherine Mac. 
Donald, Omaha, Nebr. 


God’s Polishing Agents.—Fear none of 
those things which thou shalt suffer 
(v. 10). Extraordinary afflictions are 
not always the punishment of extra- 
ordinary sins, but sometimes they are 
the trial of extraordinary graces. God 
hath many sharp-cutting instruments 
and rough files for the polishing of 
his jewels; and those he especially 
loves and means to make most resplen- 
dent, he hath oftenest his tools upon— 
From Archbishop Leighton. Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Unseen Progress.—The devil shall cast 
some of you into prison (v. 10). God 
never places us in any position where 
we cannot grow. When we are not send- 
ing branches upward we may be sending 
roots downward. When everything seems 
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failure we may be making the best 
dnd of progress.—F rom E. Prentiss. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Ont. 


Livingstone’s Dedication.—Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life (Golden Text). When 
Henry M. Stanley found Livingstone, the 
sreat missionary who spent thirty years 
in darkest Africa, and who had been lost 
in the world for over two years, he 
wanted him to come back home to Eng- 
land with him, but Livingstone refused 
to go. Two days later he wrote in his 
diary, “March 19th, my birthday. My 
Jesus, my King, my Life, my All, I 
again dedicate my whole self to Thee. 
Accept me, and grant, O gracious father, 
that ere the year is gone I may finish 
my work. In Jesus’ name, I ask it, 
Amen.” A year later his servants found 
him on his knees dead. It was said of 
him: 


He needs no epitaph to guard a name 
Which men shall prize while worthy 
work is known: 
He lived and died for good — be that his 
fame; 
Let marble crumble: 
Stone. 


—From Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; 
and Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


God Doesn’t Give Half Crowns.—Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life (Golden Text). A 
minister in England was preaching to a 
crowd of people in a street meeting. A 
rough man, driving past, shouted, “Well, 
governor, you'll be getting a half crown 
for that job.” Instantly, the minister re- 
plied, “No, my man, you are wrong. The 


this is Living 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lord Jesus Christ, my Master, never 
gives half crowns. He gives whole 
crowns to those who serve Him.”—From 
Gospel Herald., Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Scripture Way to Blame.—I know 
thy ... labour, and thy patience, and 
how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil (Rev. 2:2). In this passage of 
Scripture the Holy Spirit teaches us 
how to handle delicate human material. 
This Ephesian church, like thousands of 
church organizations since that day, had 
its good points —and some not so good. 
You will note Ephesus got the fragrant 
flowers of praise before it had to take 
the sour fruit of blame. It would seem 
the Ephesians somehow had a fall, and 
repentance was expected. 

Most people do not do their correcting 
after this Scriptural manner. Here is a 
typical case told with zest by my old 
railroad friends. 

It was a single track road. There had 
been an accident because one train had 
run into another. The superintendent 
had the conductor “on the carpet” (as 
it is called in managerial circles) giving 
him a “going over” in good old railroad 
style. 

When the pressure had gone down and 
strong words had run out, the superin- 
tendent said, “Brown, I hate to fire you 

-because you have a lot of good points, 
but you know rules are rules.” 

“Mr. Superintendent, if you won't 
mind my saying so, you will be a big 
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fool if you discharge me, I am one con- 
ductor who now really knows from 
actual trial that two trains cannot pass 
on a single track line. I am more valu- 
able today than ever. A new man will 
have to tearn the same lesson some 
day !” The superintendent saw the point. 
Brown stayed. (Prov. 15:1.) 

One of the most successful managers 
of men in the steel business was the 
late Mr. Charles M. Schwab. In all his 
career he never had any labor trouble. 
If he had to “lay a man out,” Mr. 
Schwab always cushioned the man’s “set 
down” with a bed of roses. Then he 
would lay on his blame with a gentle 
musical voice, and send the offender 
back to his job hurrahing in his heart 
for “the old man.” 


Perfection.—Nevertheless (v. 4). “It’s 
very good, but—” There is nothing the 
natural man does that is perfect be- 
cause natural man himself is not per- 
fect. Like the church at Ephesus, man 
at his best has many good points, “never- 
theless,” there follows the “but.” 

Man can make things so lovely that 
folks, seeing them, cry, “Perfect.” But 
when the microscope or the X ray is 
turned upon these perfect man-made 
creations they are found to be far from 
perfect. 

My battery of splendid razors, one 
for each day of the week, under the 
microscope are found to have edges like 
saws. If these razors were anywhere 
near perfect the morning shave would be 
a smooth once-over, and as easy and 
simple as wiping the face with a towel. 

They learned how to turn the X ray 
upon metal structures supposed to be 
perfection, but these parts had blow 
holes and other defects. At a great auto- 
mobile plant I was shown a great pile 
of the finest castings I have ever seen. 
“All are condemned,” said the man. The 
microscope showed defects. 

And so it has been at the start and 
ever since: there has never been a per- 
fect church because there has never been 
a church, made up of all perfect humans. 
Yes, I know Jesus urges us to be perfect 
(Gen. 17:1; Jas. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:15), and 
we get there through the righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are also 
told there is none that doeth good (Psa. 
14:1; Rom. 3:10-12). 

Mrs. Gatty has a parable she calls 
“Imperfect Instruments.” It tells how 
a young minister put the church organ 
in perfect tune to get it ready for a 
great organist to give a public recital. 
He was in consternation when he found 
his perfectly tuned organ was worthless 
as an organ. The great organist came 
and put it out of perfect tune, and the 
recital was a great success. Until ! 
read this chapter from “Parables from 
Nature,” I never knew this fact. It has 
always been a comfort to me! 


“Shet-Up” Posies—Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life (v. 10). In the Scriptures these 
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crowns are mentioned: Glory (1 Pet. 
5:4), Incorruptible (1 Cor. 9:25), Right- 
eousness (2 Tim. 4:8), Life (Rev. 2:10). 
In order that His followers might wear 
these crowns our Lord Himself wore a 
crown. It was of thorns. 

I reckon I am funny that way, but 
neither in this world nor the next have 
I had the remotest desire for the places 
where “crowns” are worn. You may re- 
member the Master Himself said, “I am 
among you as he that serveth.” Also, 
“The Son of man came... to minister” 
(Luke 22:27; Matt. 20:28). And this 
is my idea also. 

In the next world—as I have said 
many times before in these notes—I 
wish I might get a regular job in the 
A. L. A. (Angel of the Lord Activity.) 
I have in one of my Bibles made a list 
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of some of the activities of the angels 
of the Lord. I think you will find I am 
quite Scriptural in both my worldly and 
Heavenly ambition. 

A gifted aunt of the Editor of the 
Times, Mrs. Annie Trumbull - Slosson, 
some years ago wrote a series of de- 
lightful sketches as stories told by an 
imaginary little servant girl named 
“Story-Tell Lib.” 

One of the stories, and in my judg- 
meni a little masterpiece of storytelling, 
was called “The Shet-up Posey.” It 
is a story of the blind gentian. The 
blind gentian, in case you don’t know, 
is a blue flower that never opens. If 
you see it-growing you will think the 
plant is just in bud, but it will be in 
full flower. 

While it is not so striking as the more 
handsome member of the family, on the 
cutside, inside the folded cover there 
is a beauty all its own. It is so modest 
and retiring you would never guess its 
worth. 

In Mrs. Slosson’s story, the gardener 
comes to gather the loveliest of the pos- 
ies. He passes by the lillies, the roses, 
the orchids in all their blaze of flowery 
glory, and selects the “shet-up posey,” 
much to her surprise. 

“Why !” exclaimed the flower, “I did 
not know I was so beautiful.” 

“They never do,” replied the gardener. 

Maybe as a memorial to his aunt, the 
Editor! may break a rule and reprint the 
story for the new generation of Sunday 
school folk. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


in all these ‘wonderful messages to the 
churches Thy Word sets forth much that is 
to be seen in the church today. Thou dost 
commend what is pleasing to Thee, and Thou 
dost speak words of correction to those who 
have left the standards which were of Thine 
own will and to which Thou dost call the 
churches to return. Even as in the apostolic 
days ‘so now the world is all about us, and it 
is needful to overcome the onset of the world 
against the things of Christ. Give us grace, 
we pray Thee, to do this in faithfulness and 
unswerving devotion. May we not be dis- 
heartened by mistakes of our own or of others, 
but turn to Thee for that strength and faith- 
fulness that come from fellowship with Thy- 
self. We ask it in the name that is above 
every. name, our overcoming Lord. .Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You have found in 
this lesson today enough for many les- 
sons gathered around the words that tell 
the story of these two churches of apos- 
tolic days upon which the Word gives 
us light. Here are such, terms as labor, 
patience, the discovery of evil, patient 
bearing of suffering, and even in the 
midst of all that, going forward without 
fainting. But the church at Ephesus 
had fallen away from the first love that 
they had for Christ, and the angel urges 


1He will, gladly. The story will be in the 
next issue of the Times. 
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them to remember the place from which 
they’ had slipped, and repent. Then 
comes the great promise to him that 
overcometh. Then go through also in 
your mind the message to the church of 
Smyrna, and when you come to the end 
of that, in the tenth verse, what a glow. 
ing promise is there for those who over. 
come in faithfulness even unto death, 





THE CHURCH PERSECUTED 


“FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH” 











for theirs will be a crown of life! 
about the church that we love? What 
about our faithfulness? Are we as true 
as we should be to God’s purposes for 
that church? As we study the message 
to these two churches, Ephesus and 
Smyrna, let us see how they fit the 
churches we know best, and pray that 
we may do our part in helping the 
church to live worthy even unto the 
crown of life. Let us pray. 


FRANCONIA, N. H. 
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What 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Revelation. 


Discussion: In what particulars might 
a Christian today be a Nicolaitane 1? 


Objective: James 1:25 (last clause). 











AY, fellows, beginning today we have 
four lessons in this wonderful Book 
of Revelation. It is a book full of mys- 
teries and abounding in strange symbols. 
Some of it you will not understand until 
you stand in the glorified presence of 
that One who will clear up all the mys- 
teries of life and death and eternity and 
the glories of Heaven, as only He can. 
But there is also much in the Book 
of Revelation that is easily understand- 
able and exceedingly profitable, if we 
read it with the desire to get the fine 
lessons that are plainly there for us. 
This, of course, does not mean that we 
may set aside or disregard the mysteries, 
or that we should try to read into them 
something we. would like to believe. We 
are clearly warned against that very 
thing. God takes care to caution us: “If 
any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: and if any 
man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall 


1 The definition of Nicolaitanes given by Mr. 
Smith in this article is substantially the same 
as that set forth by the International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopzdia; Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown; and William Smith’s Dictionary of the 
Bible (1869); though different from Dr. C. | 
Scofield’s view. The Companion Bible holds 
that we do not know who the Nicolaitanes 
were. 
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take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this 
book” (Rev. 22:18, 19). And He also 
promises: “Blessed is he that keepeth 
the sayings of the prophecy of this 
pook” (22:7). 

So do not think that because Reve- 
lation is a book of mystery, some of 
which is not understandable, we may 
neglect it or fail to study it. It is very 
evidently God’s will that every believer 
should make a careful study of it, get- 
ting all that he can out of it (1:3). Ask 
the Holy Spirit to guide you in this study 
and keep you clear of misguided inter- 
preters. 

Today’s lesson consists of the mes- 
sages sent to two churches in Asia Min- 
or, one at Ephesus and the other at 
Smyrna. In the first message appears 
the name “Nicolaitanes,” and: I think 
we can most profitably use our brief 
saace and time on that one item. The 
Spirit is saying to the church at Ephesus, 
in effect, “One thing I give you credit 
for, and that is you hate the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitanes. In that you are yod- 
like, for I, too, hate that doctrine.” The 
record rarely shows God expressing 
hate; therefore it is especially impressive 
here, Later on in this same chapter, 
speaking to the church at Pergamos, he 
condemns it because it includes mem- 
brs who “hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate” (v. 15). 
What was this “doctrine of the Nico- 
laitanes” which so stirred God’s hatred? 
ls it something that existed only in 
the church of New Testament times, or 
might it be found in the lives of church 
members today? To make it more per- 
sonal, “Are you a Nicolaitane?” 

The doctrine seems to have had its 
origin with Balaam, the “hireling proph- 
¢.” When God would not permit him 
fo pronounce a curse upon the Israelites 
# Balak would bribe him to do, he em- 
ployed one of the Devil’s best pieces 
of strategy, namely: to lure “separated” 
lrael into social and religious partner- 
ship with the heathen nations surround- 
ing them. . (See Num. 22 to 24; 31:16.) 
lsaelites married Moabites and bowed 
down to their idols and worshiped 
them. Read the terrific indictment in 
Numbers 25:1-5. Balaam knew that if 
srael should thus fall away, the curse 
of God would be upon them, so after 
ill, Balak’s purpose was accomplished. 

Ask yourself again, “Am I in any 
danger of becoming a Nicolaitane?” As 
‘Christian and a professed follower of 
he Lord Jesus Christ, having been 
‘ved by His atoning blood, is it pos- 
sible that you are making a compromise 
with the world about you? Are you 
taking part with others who have no 
gard for your Lord and Saviour in 
tactices, indulgences, amusements, or 
éssip which are inconsistent with loyal- 
YtoHim? The Balaam-Nicolaitane doc- 
Tine says, “Yes, you are God’s child, 
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but that does not keep you from doing 
what you want to do, or from going in 
with Christless companions for ‘a good 
time’ according to their standards.” 

Think it over,. fellows, and ask the 
Holy Spirit to help you come to the def- 
inite and abiding decision: “I shall never 
be a Nicolaitane.” 

Avon Park, FLA. 

We 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To practice Christian meekness 
by humbly serving in church. 

Activity.—Older girls might like to 
meet for extra sessions to study church 
history in periods corresponding to the 
seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3. 
Consult note in Scofield Reference Bible 
(Rev. 1:20); also “‘Lectures on the Revela- 
tion,” by H. A. Ironside, and “The Book 
of Revelation,” by James H. McConkey.1 
A chart to accompany the study is sug- 
gested below. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Behold, I am _ with 


thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest” (Gen. 28:15). 











“UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF — 
WRITE” 

ID you ever consider yourself an 

“angel,” or messenger of your own 
church, with the privilege of “walking” 
in fellowship with Jesus Christ, and of 
holding high the Light that others might 
see the Way? Is it your goal as a mem- 
ber of the true Church, the body of 
Christians, to be “gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all” whom your life may 
reach? ((Titus 3:2.) 

If we would follow the comparison of 
the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 
3 with various periods in church history, 
we would find that Ephesus corresponds 
to the First Century church when folk 
who had walked and talked with the 
risen Lord were still living and witness- 
ing for Him (1 Cor. 15:6). It was then 
that the dynamic, miracle-working pow- 
er of the Holy Ghost possessed and used 
yielded believers to scatter the story of 
a victorious Saviour. Paul once had 
prayed that the Ephesians to whose fol- 
lowers John’s revelation was sent might 
“know the love of Christ,” but just as 
embers that fall away from a burning 
log soon grow cold and dim, many of 
these Ephesians had “fallen” away, not 
from salvation, but from fellowship with 
the Lord Jesus, and had lost their light- 
giving glow. 

At the same time there were many 
active workers in that local church. Find 


1“Lectures on the Revelation,” by H. A. 
Ironside. May be obtained from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 
delphia, 75 cents. 

“The Book of Revelation,” by James H. Mc- 


Conkey. Silver Publishing Co., Bessemer Bldg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., free. 
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five of their good points, one fault, three 
duties, and a promised reward (2:1-7). 

Smyrna, in history, represents the time 
of great persecution, martyrdom, and 
escape to the catacombs. Notice the com- 
fort these oppressed people might find 
in their all-sufficient Lord (2:8). What 
were their virtues, faults, duties, and re- 
ward? 

For further study make a large chart 
with the name of each church, a symbol, 
and a brief description of the period. 


CuurcH History CHART 

Ephesus—A house (Philem. 2)—First 
century Christians. 

Smyrna—Catacombs—Persecution (to 
A. D. 316). 

Pergamos—A throne—Union of church 
and world. 

Thyatira—A Catholic cathedral—Cath- 
olic supremacy. 

Sardis—Large Protestant church—Rise 
of Protestantism. 

Philadelphia—Humble house of wor- 
ship—True believers. 

Laodicea—A modernistic 
Would yours belong here? 


church— 


“A House OF PRAYER” 


What was the original purpose of the 
church? The first local churches were 
formed to bring believers together for 
public worship of the Lord, and for 
mutual helpfulness (Acts 4:32; Heb. 
10:25). In Ephesus this assembly had 
continued the second purpose, but had 
forsaken the first. In Smyrna the people 
worked, but they also suffered, had little 
to share, and hypocrites had come into 
their group. Members at Ephesus needed 
to spend many moments in quiet, rev- 
erent adoration of Christ, and those in 
Smyrna needed to put complete confi- 
dence in the Lord to carry them through 
to victory (Gen. 28:15). 


“He THAT OVERCOMETH” 


How does your church line up? What 
good points can you support? How can 
the following church faults be cor- 
rected? Jealousy, spiritual indifference, 
lack of leaders, lack of reverence, noth- 
ing to interest young people, need of 
repairs and equipment, emphasis on 
worldly amusements, emphasis on work 
instead of worship, failure to present 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

Assignment: How can you show meek- 
ness as a worker in your own church? 
List in notebooks what.each of these 
verses tells about meekness (Col. 3:12, 
13; 2 Tim. 2:24, 25; Titus 3:2; Jas. 1:21; 
1 Pet. 3:15). Review John 1:29. 

_ ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


AVE the children join hands and 

form a love ring to recite the verses 
assigned last Sunday. Ask if they have 
discovered what the love gauge is. If 
there is any doubt, consult 1 John 3:17, 
18; 4:20, 21, and lead them to realize (1) 
that when we do not love people we do 
not love God, and (2) that love is meas- 
ured not by what one says but by what 
one does. Matthew 25:31-46 and the 
familiar poem beginning, “‘I love you, 
Mother,’ said little Nell,” furnish illus- 
trations of these principles. This lesson 
may lead to participation in a local or 
war relief project. 

There is another way by which some 
people have proved their love for God. 
Show a picture of Long’s “Christ or 
Diana?” Call attention to the image of 
Diana, the fire on the altar, the box of 
incense. If this Christian girl will put 
one pinch of incense on the fire, she goes 
free; if not, she goes to the lions. “Christ 
or Diana?” See how the officials, the 
choir girls, the soldiers watch to learn 
her decision. Is this friend pleading with 
her to burn incense and save her life? 
Which do you think the girl chooses — 
Christ or Diana? 

About thirty years had probably 
passed since the persecution which called 
forth Peter’s first Epistle. (See Lesson 
for Aug. 17.) Peter and Paul had been 
murdered. Of the apostles only John, 
an old man in his nineties, was left, ban- 
ished to a lonely, rocky island. There 
the Lord Jesus showed him a revelation, 
or vision, of things that would encourage 
Christian people to hold firmly to their 
faith in spite of persecution. The lessons 
this month are all from the Book of 
Revelation. I hope you will read the 
whole book, or have someone read it to 
you (1:3). You may find some things 
that you cannot understand, but you will 
enjoy the word pictures of what John 
saw, and you will see why real Christians 
choose Christ even in spite of lions. Will 
you read five chapters this week? This 
afternoon is a good time to begin. 

Do you remember what furnished light 
in the tabernacle? The golden lamp- 
holder or candlestick had seven branch- 
es. The light symbolized the Lord Jesus, 
the Light of the world. In John’s vision 
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of Christ he saw the Lord in the midst 
of seven golden candlesticks (1:12, 13), 
and we are told that the seven candle- 
sticks were seven churches (1:20). The 
churches were to give out the light of 
Christ to the world (Matt. 5:16). But 
some of these churches were not giving 
a good light because they were doing 
unchristian things. (Light a kerosene 
lamp which has a poor wick or a smoky 
chimney.) Others were suffering severe 
persecution, yet holding true to the faith 
and sending out a good light to those 
around. (Light a lamp with a good wick 
and a clear chimney.) The Lord told 
John to send a letter with a message for 
each church, praising or blaming each 
as it deserved, and encouraging it to 
improve the bad points and keep the 
good. 

The first church was at Ephesus where 
Paul had given the members a good 
start during his three years stay. (Re- 
view lesson for July 20.) John him- 
self had been their leader for many 
years before his exile. But now the 
Lord’s message, after praising their work 
and patience, reminded them that their 
love was not as great as at first. (Read 
to the class Rev. 2:1-7.) What threat 
did the Lord make? What promise? (If 
the children inquire about the Nicolai- 
tanes, explain that they were apparently 
a group of people who taught that if a 
person was a Christian he could do 
anything he wanted to do, even if it was 
bad.) The church in Smyrna was poor, 
and suffering persecution. The message 
for them was one of encouragement — 
not to be afraid and quit, but to “stick 
to it” and win out, as we think this 
girl in the picture did. (Read 2:8-11.) 
What promises did the Lord give this 
church? 

Give every child a tiny candle mount- 
ed on cardboard, bearing the words of 
Matthew 5:16. Close with the first two 
stanzas of “Jesus bids us shine,” if the 
children are familiar with it. 

WAYNE, MAINE. 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 684) 


1. The inspiration. of the Book of The 
Revelation is unique. Much of it is directly 
from Christ to John, some of it is signified 
by ‘His “angel,” and some attested by the 
Holy Spirit. 

2. It is an unveiling. ‘“God’s disclosure 
or manifestation of Himself or of His will 
to man, as through some act, oracular words, 
signs, laws, etc.’”—Webster’s Dictionary. 

3. Because it shows us the end of move- 
ments now developing all about us, and thus 
enables us to know God's will for our own 
path. 


4. Some. churches have become too much 
like literary clubs, dramatic groups, recre- 
ation centers, or civic forums, instead of 
being what the Lord wants them to be,— 
places of worship and houses of prayer 
(Luke 19:46). 

5. Yes. Lack of love for the Lord was a 
sin in Ephesus, and it is a sin for Christians 
today. 


6. Virtues and “works” of the Ephesian 
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When They 
Enter College 


Some members of your Sunday 
school class, or some close to you 
in the family circle, may be enter. 
ing or returning to college this | 
fall. | 


* What background will they have 
through these days of preparation 
and testing,—to strengthen and 
uphold the standards and doctrines 
that have been so well taught in 
earlier days? 


Why not make it possible for 
these “entering-college” friends of 
yours to have the Times each 
week, during the school year, ata 
special college-term rate! 


Many of their perplexing ques- 
tions will be answered in Notes on 
Open Letters; many splendid ar- 
ticles, by men who know their 
problems, will be found among the 
editorials and special articles, and 
many interesting Bible-confirming 
facts of Archeology and Prophecy 
will also be presented. 


Special College-Term Offer 


You may order a college-term 
subscription, to run from Septem- 
ber 13, 1941, to May 30, 1942, 38 
weeks in all, for $1.60 each. Or 
five or more in a club may be had 
at $1.25 for each subscription. Each 
can of course be sent to a separate 
address anywhere in the U. S. A, 
but there must be at least five in 
order to obtain the low club rate. 


Just list the names and addresses 
on a sheet of paper, and use the 
coupon below, for your order. 


This Coupon is for College-Term Subscriptions Only 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen: 


To the names and addresses on the attached 
sheet, please send The Sunday School Times 
each week for the college term September 13, 
1941, to May 30, 1942. 


There are....... subscriptions, at $ 
each ($1.60 each for less than five; $1.25 each 


for five or more) for which I enclose $....---- 
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Lesson for September 7 


church are listed in Revelation 2:2, 3. Read 
also Hebrews 6:10-12. 


7, All who are truly born of God will 
overcome the world at last. 


g: The “paradise of God” is the eternal 
home of the redeemed. 


9, “First” (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1; 1 Pet. 1: 
9). “Last” (Heb. 13:8; 2 Sam. 17:16). 
“Dead” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Acts 2:36). “Alive” 
(Heb. 7:25; 9:24). 


10. A Christian may be a witness for the 
Lord Jesus by carrying the light and love 
of God into every area of his or her environ- 
ment, and by giving Christ first place in 
the midst of his or her heart (Acts 1:8; 
Matt. 5:16; Col. 1:18). 


wg 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS month most of the public schools 

begin their fall term, and our Sunday 
school members will be back from vaca- 
tion trips, and our “summer slump,” if 
we had one, will be over. But many 
schools dawdle along until October be- 
fore they really get going. Why waste 
amonth? Start in September with some- 
thing special in your class. Do some 
calling and some phoning. Let children 
who have been away during the sum- 
mer tell where they went to Sunday 
school, and something they did in that 
school that was different from your 
school, something that they liked. If they 
didn’t go anywhere to Sunday school, 
tactfully impress them with the fact that 
they missed something, for they have 
nothing to tell the class now. Make this 
frst Sunday in September a real get- 
together Sunday. 

Our lesson today comes from the last 
bok in the Bible, in many ways the 
most remarkable one. At Mt. Hermon, 
California, for many summers Dr. Fran- 
tis W. Russell taught the Sunday morn- 
ing Bible class, with an attendance gath- 
eed from far and wide. One of the 
questions he used to ask was, “How 
many of you believe that every book 
inthe Bible was written by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit?” Being a very 
conservative group, every hand would 
g0 up, — unless you had been there be- 
fore when the question was asked. And 
what startled glances were turned on 
you then, until Dr. Russell said, “My 
Bible says The Revelation was given by 
Jesus Christ to His servant John” (Rev. 
i), This lesson gives us the Patmos 
Vision of the glorified Lord. Compare it 
with Daniel’s visions of the glorified 
Lord (Dan. 7:9, 10; 10:5, 6). 

For the children, use the Scripture- 
graph board, wth a rocky barren shore 
0 represent Patmos. Put John there 
‘lone in the desolation, as you tell the 
sory of his vision. 

i first thing John heard was “a great 
dice,” 

John said it was like a trumpet, like 
he sound of many waters. Daniel said 

is Voice was “like the voice of a multi- 
ude,” a great and mighty Voice. 
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John “turned to see the voice,” and 
he “saw seven golden candlesticks.” Put 
the seven golden candlesticks on the 
board, out in front of John. In the midst 
of them he saw “gne like unto the Son 
of man” in His glory. Many artists have 
painted pictures of Christ as they be- 
lieve He may have looked while here 


on earth, but no man can even conceive . 


a vision of Christ as He will appear 
in glory. So we shall put just a spot of 
gold in the midst of the candlesticks. 

John looked on His glory, and fell to 
the ground like a dead man. The face 
of the Lord shone like the noonday sun; 
His eyes were as a flame of fire; and out 
of His mouth flashed a two-edged sword; 
His head and His hair were white, and 
His garments a glistening white with a 
girdle of gold; and His feet like burning 
brass. No wonder John could not look 
on His glory! 

In His hand He had seven stars. If 
you and I love the Lord Jesus Christ 
and He is our Saviour, we are safe in 
His hand, for those stars are. His own 
beloved ones. The wrath of God can 
never touch us if we are in Christ Jesus. 

Are you one of the stars? (Do you 
suppose the children can learn John 
10:28, which fits in so wonderfully here? 
“And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.”) 

MopestTo, CaLtirF. 
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Stories of Favorite Hymns. By Kath- 
leen Blanchard. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) In 
every valley of despondency, sorrow, 
and affliction there await two angels that 
God has sent to succor the soul, —the 
promises of the Book and sacred hymns, 
Regarding these latter, it goes without 
saying that skill in the use of the grand 
old lines is heightened greatly by some 
knowledge of the authors and of the cir- 
cumstances under which they wrote. 
The song, “Beulah Land,” for example, 
takes on new meaning when one reads 
that Edgar Page was over seventy when 
he wrote it and that during its composi- 
tion God so poured out His blessing that 
he was twice completely overcome with 
joyous emotion. 

Miss Blanchard’s former’ volume, 
“Stories of Popular Hymns,” met with 
such an enthusiastic reception that she 
has been persuaded to bring out this 
second volume of seventy-one selections. 
These range all the way from “Wel- 
come, Happy Morning,” written by For- 
tunatus in A. D. 530, to Kipling’s. Re- 
cessional in 1897. And one cannot 
but think that if a mere reading of such 
stanzas inspires the same _ penitence, 
praise, and devotion as that felt by the 
author, how great will be the benefit 
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Investigate the many new features of this, 
the fastest growing series of Sunday School 
lessons in America. Use coupon below for 
free Compendium of the Series, Catalog of 
Materials and Booklet of Flannelgraph Helps. 


* Beginner’s cut-out figures, in colors, pub- 
lished each quarter, on suede-backed material, 
complete set, $1.00. 


* Primary cut-out figures, similarly produced, 
$1.00. 

* Junior set, about 66 figures, printed on tough 
tag stock, between 15 and 20 pages, per set, 
$ 


ears for $2. 
Oc per year 


Subscribe Now! $1.00 per year; 3 
—- rate 5 or more subscriptions, 
each. 


—_—_—__——, 
THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, INC. Dept.$.8 
800 No. Clark Street, Chicago, tll. 
( ) Please send me F endium of 780 Les- 
ms on All Bible Grad Series and sample 
muals. I enclose 10c toward mailing 


cost. 
«( ) Sample of The Church School Promoter. 
( ) Catalog of materials and Flannelgraph Helps. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


AVE the children join hands and 

form a love ring to recite the verses 
assigned last Sunday. Ask if they have 
discovered what the love gauge is. If 
there is any doubt, consult 1 John 3:17, 
18; 4:20, 21, and lead them to realize (1) 
that when we do not love people we do 
not love God, and (2) that love is meas- 
ured not by what one says but by what 
one does. Matthew 25:31-46 and the 
familiar poem beginning, “‘I love you, 
Mother,’ said little Nell,” furnish illus- 
trations of these principles. This lesson 
may lead to participation in a local or 
war relief project. 

There is another way by which some 
people have proved their love for God. 
Show a picture of Long’s “Christ or 
Diana?” Call attention to the image of 
Diana, the fire on the altar, the box of 
incense. If this Christian girl will put 
one pinch of incense on the fire, she goes 
free; if not, she goes to the lions. “Christ 
or Diana?” See how the officials, the 
choir girls, the soldiers watch to learn 
her decision. Is this friend pleading with 
her to burn incense and save her life? 
Which do you think the girl chooses — 
Christ or Diana? 

About thirty years had _ probably 
passed since the persecution which called 
forth Peter’s first Epistle. (See Lesson 
for Aug. 17.) Peter and Paul had been 
murdered. Of the apostles only John, 
an old man in his nineties, was left, ban- 
ished to a lonely, rocky island. There 
the Lord Jesus showed him a revelation, 
or vision, of things that would encourage 
Christian people to hold firmly to their 
faith in spite of persecution. The lessons 
this month are all from the Book of 
Revelation. I hope you will read the 
whole book, or have someone read it to 
you (1:3). You may find some things 
that you cannot understand, but you will 
enjoy the word pictures of what John 
saw, and you will see why real Christians 
choose Christ even in spite of lions. Will 
you read five chapters this week? This 
afternoon is a good time to begin. 

Do you remember what furnished light 
in the tabernacle? The golden lamp- 
holder or candlestick had seven branch- 
es. The light symbolized the Lord Jesus, 
the Light of the world. In John’s vigion 
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of Christ he saw the Lord in the midst 
of seven golden candlesticks (1:12, 13), 
and we are told that the seven candle- 
sticks were seven churches (1:20). The 
churches were to give out the light of 
Christ to the world (Matt. 5:16). But 
some of these churches were not giving 
a good light because they were doing 
unchristian things. (Light a kerosene 
lamp which has a poor wick or a smoky 
chimney.) Others were suffering severe 
persecution, yet holding true to the faith 
and sending out a good light to those 
around. (Light a lamp with a good wick 
and a clear chimney.) The Lord told 
John to send a letter with a message for 
each church, praising or blaming each 
as it deserved, and encouraging it to 
improve the bad points and keep the 
good. 

The first church was at Ephesus where 
Paul had given the members a good 
start during his three years stay. (Re- 
view lesson for July 20.) John him- 
self had been their leader for many 
years before his exile. But now the 
Lord’s message, after praising their work 
and patience, reminded them that their 
love was not as great as at first. (Read 
to the class Rev. 2:1-7.) What threat 
did the Lord make? What promise? (If 
the children inquire about the Nicolai- 
tanes, explain that they were apparently 
a group of people who taught that if a 
person was a Christian he could do 
anything he wanted to do, even if it was 
bad.) The church in Smyrna was poor, 
and suffering persecution. The message 
for them was one of encouragement — 
not to be afraid and quit, but to “stick 
to it” and win out, as we think this 
girl in the picture did. (Read 2:8-11.) 
What promises did the Lord give this 
church? 

Give every child a tiny candle mount- 
ed on cardboard, bearing the words of 
Matthew 5:16. Close with the first two 
stanzas of “Jesus bids us shine,” if the 
children are familiar with it. 


WAYNE, MAINE. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 684) 


1. The inspiration. of the Book of The 
Revelation is unique. Much of it is directly 
from Christ to John, some of it is signified 
by His “angel,” and some attested by the 
Holy Spirit. 

2. It is an unveiling. ‘“God’s disclosure 
or manifestation of Himself or of His will 
to man, as through some act, oracular words, 
signs, laws, etc.’”-—Webster’s Dictionary. 

3. Because it shows us the end of move- 
ments now developing all about us, and thus 
enables us to know God's will for our own 
path. 

4. Some. churches have become too much 
like literary clubs, dramatic groups, recre- 
ation centers, or civic forums, instead of 
being what the Lord wants them to be,— 
places of worship and houses of prayer 
(Luke 19:46). 

5. Yes. Lack of love for the Lord was a 
sin in Ephesus, and it is a sin for Christians 
today. 


6. Virtues and “works” of the Ephesian 




















August 23, 1941 


When They 
Enter College 


Some members of your Sunday 
school class, or some close to you 
in the family circle, may be enter. 
ing or returning to college this 
fall. 


* What background will they have 
through these days of preparation 
and testing,—to strengthen and 
uphold the standards and doctrines 
that have been so well taught in 
earlier days? 


Why not make it possible for 
these “entering-college” friends of 
yours to have the Times each 
week, during the school year, at a 
special college-term rate ! 


Many of their perplexing ques- 
tions will be answered in Notes on 
Open Letters; many splendid ar- 
ticles, by men who know their 
problems, will be found among the 
editorials and special articles, and 
many interesting Bible-confirming 
facts of Archeology and Prophecy 
will also be presented. 


Special College-Term Offer 


You may order a college-term 
subscription, to run from Septem- 
ber 13, 1941, to May 30, 1942, 38 
weeks in all, for $1.60 each. Or 
five or more in a club may be had 
at $1.25 for each subscription. Each 
can of course be sent to a separate 
address anywhere in the U. S. A, 
but there must be at least five in 
order to obtain the low club rate. 


Just list the names and addresses 
on a sheet of paper, and use the 
coupon below, for your order. 


This Coupon is for College-Term Subscriptions Only 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen: 


To the names and addresses on the attached 
sheet, please send The Sunday School Times 
each week for the college term September 13, 
1941, to May 30, 1942. 


There are subscriptions, at $ 
each ($1.60 each for less than five; $1.25 each 


for five or more) for which I enclose $....---- 
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Lesson for September 7 


Church are listed in Revelation 2:2, 3. Read 
also Hebrews 6:10-12. 


7, All who are truly born of God will 
overcome the world at last. 


8: The “paradise of God” is the eternal 
home of the redeemed. 


9, “First” (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1; 1 Pet. 1: 
9). “Last” (Heb. 13:8; 2 Sam. 7:16). 
“Dead” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Acts 2:36). “Alive” 
(Heb. 7:25; 9:24). 

10. A Christian may be a witness for the 
Lord Jesus by carrying the light and love 
of God into every area of his or her environ- 
ment, and by giving Christ first place in 
the midst of his or her heart (Acts 1:8; 
Matt. 5:16; Col. 1:18). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS month most of the public schools 

begin their fall term, and our Sunday 
school members will be back from vaca- 
tion trips, and our “summer slump,” if 
we had one, will be over. But many 
schools dawdle along until October be- 
fore they really get going. Why waste 
amonth? Start in September with some- 
thing special in your class. Do some 
calling and some phoning. Let children 
who have been away during the sum- 
mer tell where they went to Sunday 
school, and something they did in that 
school that was different from your 
school, something that they liked. If they 
didn’t go anywhere to Sunday school, 
tactfully impress them with the fact that 
they missed something, for they have 
nothing to tell the class now. Make this 
frst Sunday in September a real get- 
together Sunday. 

Our lesson today comes from the last 
book in the Bible, in many ways. the 
most remarkable one. At Mt. Hermon, 
California, for many summers Dr. Fran- 
cis W. Russell taught the Sunday. morn- 
ing Bible class, with an attendance gath- 
ered from far and wide. One of the 
questions he used to ask was, “How 
many of you believe that every book 
in the Bible was written by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit?” Being a very 
conservative group, every hand would 
g0 up, — unless you had been there be- 
fore when the question was asked. And 
what startled glances were turned on 
you then, until Dr. Russell said, “My 
Bible says The Revelation was given by 
Jesus Christ to His servant John” (Rev. 
1:1), This lesson gives us the Patmos 
vision of the glorified Lord. Compare it 
with Daniel’s visions of the glorified 
Lord (Dan. 7:9, 10; 10:5, 6). 

For the children, use the Scripture- 
graph board, wth a rocky barren shore 
0 represent Patmos. Put John there 
alone in the desolation, as you tell the 
story of his vision. 

The first thing John heard was “a great 
Voice.” 

John said it was like a trumpet, like 
the sound of many waters. Daniel said 
this Voice was “like the voice of a multi- 
tude,” a great and mighty Voice. 
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John “turned to see the voice,” and 
he “saw seven golden candlesticks.” Put 
the seven golden candlesticks on the 
board, out in front of John. In the midst 
of them he saw “one like unto the Son 
of man” in His glory. Many artists have 
painted pictures of Christ as they be- 
lieve He may have looked while here 


on earth, but no man can even conceive - 


a vision of Christ as He will appear 
in glory. So we shall put just a spot of 
gold in the midst of the candlesticks. 

John looked on His glory, and fell to 
the ground like a dead man, The face 
of the Lord shone like the noonday sun; 
His eyes were as a flame of fire; and out 
of His mouth flashed a two-edged sword; 
His head and His hair were white, and 
His garments a glistening white with a 
girdle of gold; and His feet like burning 
brass. No wonder John could not look 
on His glory! ; 

In His hand He’ had seven stars. If 
you and I love the Lord Jesus Christ 
and He is our Saviour, we are safe in 
His hand, for those stars are. His own 
beloved ones. The wrath of God can 
never touch us if we are in Christ Jesus. 

Are you one of the stars? (Do you 
suppose the children can learn John 
10:28, which fits in so wonderfully here? 
“And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand.”) 


MopestTo, CALIF. 
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Stories of Favorite Hymns. By Kath- 
leen Blanchard. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) In 
every valley of despondency, sorrow, 
and affliction there await two angels that 
God has sent to succor the soul, —the 
promises of the Book and sacred hymns. 
Regarding these latter, it goes without 
saying that skill in the use of the grand 
old lines is heightened greatly by some 
knowledge of the authors and of the cir- 
cumstances under which they wrote. 
The song, “Beulah Land,” for example, 
takes on new meaning when one reads 
that Edgar Page was over seventy when 
he wrote it and that during its composi- 
tion God so poured out His blessing that 
he was twice completely overcome with 
joyous emotion. 

Miss Blanchard’s former’ volume, 
“Stories of Popular Hymns,” met with 
such an enthusiastic reception that she 
has been persuaded to bring out this 
second volume of seventy-one selections. 
These range all the way from “Wel- 
come, Happy Morning,” written by For- 
tunatus in A. D. 530, to Kipling’s. Re- 
cessional in 1897. And one cannot 
but think that if a mere reading of such 
stanzas inspires the same _ penitence, 
praise, and devotion as that felt by the 
author, how great will be the benefit 








Investigate the many new features of this, 
the fastest growing series of Sunday School 
lessons in America. Use coupon below for 
free Compendium of the Series, Catalog of 
Materials and Booklet of Flannelgraph Helps. 


* Beginner's cut-out figures, in colors, pub- 
lished each quarter, on suede-backed material, 
complete set, $1.00. 


* Primary cut-out figures, similarly produced, 
$1.00. 


* Junior set, about 66 figures, printed on tough 
tag stock, between 15 and 20 pages, per set, 


Subscribe Now! $1.00 per year; 3 
Club rate 5 or more subscriptions, 
each. 


—_—_—, 

THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, INC. Dept.S.8 

800 No. Clark Street, Chicago, til. 

( ) Please send me Free Compendium of 780 Les- 
sons on All Bible Grad Series and sample 
lesson manuals. I enclose 10c toward mailing 
cost. 

( ) Sample of The Church School Promoter. 

« ) Catalog of materials and Flannelgraph Helps. 


ears for $2. 
Oc per year 
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CHRISTI 


No experience needed to make extra 
money selling the famous “Sunshine 
Line” Chistmas folders. Christ-honorin 
sentiments are most appropriate. Preferre 

by a host of people. 

You will find it easy to take orders for our 
50 cent and $1.00 De Luxe box assortments 
with and without Scripture texts. Get our 
proposition of 27 different box assortments. 

eautiful new designs, name imprinted. Also 
other religious items that are favorite Christ- 
mas gifts. Plaques, Bibles, Egermeier’s Bible 
Story Books for children. Be the “Sunshine 
Line” representative. Samples on approval. 

TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS Dept. B-27 
Write nearer office today , 








Anderson, Indiana or Sacramento, California 





Get Yeur Copy 
TODAY 






“Biblegraph” board 
and cut-outs—the new im- 
proved flannelgraph—Cards, Handwork 
material, Lesson plans—All Bible and “Superior” 
DVBS, Bible Art Materials, Child Evangelism 
supplies — Everything to meet the new peda- 
gogical trends in Church and Sunday School. 
Don’t Delay—Act Now 

Write for this big 64 page FREE book and 
supplements today. An encyclopedia of new 
ideas, original material and quality supplies at 
prices to SAVE—for Pastors, Superintendents, 
and Sunday School workers. Write Today! 


THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, INC. 


Dept.'sc 800 N. Clark St., Chicago, Ill. 
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Cyrus, The Persian. By Sherman A. 
Nagel. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) We are 
living in times of grave crises when only 
those who understand God’s Word can 
see light through the darkness. And it 
is exceedingly comforting to know that 
in other ages also men have searched 
the Book for just such light and have 
found it. Over 2,000 years ago a group 
of captives in Babylon looked thus and 
learned that after a period of time de- 
liverance would surely come. Even the 
deliverer’s name had been inscribed by 
Isaiah a hundred years before. Prince 
Cyrus it was and despite the fact that, 
according to history, the royal babe of 
this name was secretly handed over to 
be left in the forest as the prey of 
wolves, God remembered His promise 
and the young life was preserved. 

The story of how and why this was 
done makes fine reading, especially since 
it links the well-known rulers of that 
day with lesser lights of fact and fic- 
tion, and shows what part Daniel and 
his famous friends had in bringing about 
God’s great purpose. The implication 
is that now also the world stage is being 
set for a grand finale when the triumph 
of God’s decree will see literal as well 
as spiritual fulfillment. 



























reference library. 


A Letter of Thanks for the Five Bible Study Books 


“This is to inform the office that I have received the books in perfect con- 
dition. Truly a wonderful set of books for home study purposes has come 
into my hands through the very generous offer of the Sunday School 
Times. I cannot say enough to express my sincere thanks for having been 
given the opportunity to earn these books. Even a hurried perusal of 
same reveals their high value. Please accept my sincere thanks for the 
books as described in your advertisement under the group title of “Five 

Bible Study Books.”—A subscriber in Saskatchewan. 


THE BOOKS ARE: 


The Scofield Reference Bible; A Year’s Bible Course; 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary; The Bible Text Book; 
Cruden’s Concordance 


(See full page advertisement in the Times of August 16th) 


How You Can Get These Without Money Cost 


These five Bible study books will be given to you in return for only eight new 
24 weeks’ subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. This offer applies only to 
subscriptions in the U. S. A. We'll gladly send you a supply of sample copies 
of The Sunday School Times, and circulars for distribution among your friends. 
When you send us the list of eight names and addresses and your remittance 
for $8.00 we will enter them promptly upon our mailing list, and send the five 
books to your address postpaid. Please be sure to send all eight subscriptions 
in at one time, and not in several groups. 


Why not start today on this plan which has enabled hundreds to have this fine 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 14. Help for Everyday Tasks, 2 Tin 
2:15; Psa. 1:1-6; Matt. 25:21. 


Sunday, September 7 


Work and Its Blessings. 
(1 Cor. 3:11-14; Eph. 4:28) 





Mon.—Indefatigable workers (Neh. 2:17. 
20). 

Tues.—Labor with a purpose (John 6;26- 
29). 

Wed.—Labor under difficulties (1 Cor, 4: | 
10-13). 

Thurs.—Steadiness in labor (1 Thess, 4: 
9-12). 


Sat.—Wages for all workers (John 4:35 


| 
Fri.—Reckoning for labor (Luke 19:15-24), | 
38). 








¢¢y ABOR is the golden key that un- 

locks the earth’s treasure houses 
of iron and copper, and coal, and gran- 
ite, and marble, and oak, and pine. I 
is the magic wand at whose transform. 
ing power these crude materials are 
marshaled into a myriad of useful and 
beautiful shapes, which make up what 
we call civilization. It is the ‘open se:- 
ame’ which throws wide the gates of 
the world’s storehouses of knowledge, 
and reveals their hidden secrets to the 
inquiring mind of man. 

“And while labor is affecting thes¢ 
outward miracles, its reflex or subjec 
tive effects upon the worker himself i 
not less wonderful, inducing vigorou 
health, devouring appetite, dreamles 
sleep, satisfied conscience, and that pro 
foundest of all human joys, the joy a 
achievement. Labor was first regarded 
as a curse from God, but, to the obedient 
it is one of His richest blessings.” 
William Barrett Millard. 

7-4 

That work is not a curse, brought 0 
by man’s sin or disobedience, is see 
from the fact that in the very beginning 
when Adam was placed in God’s beaut 





ful garden in Eden, we are told that hé 


was put there “to dress it and to keel 
it” (Gen. 2:15). Under the ideal condi 
tions that existed before the Fall, wort 
was not labor or toil. Sin has brought in 
to work all that is unpleasant and unfal 
in it. Where unfair wages and unfal 


hours or unsafe and unpleasant working 
conditions exist, we may trace the caus 


back through man’s selfishness, @ 


greed, and lack of concern for his fellow 


men to the root of the whole matter, 
sin. 
Here is the great reason why t 


Christian, although concerned over su“ 
conditions, and sympathetic with 1 
worker who suffers under them, W 
nevertheless lend his greatest efforts, ™ 
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Leson for September 7 


merely to relieving the effects of such 
wrongs, but to putting men and women 
in touch with the One who can cure 









































: them. Only as the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus changes men’s hearts can labor 
conditions be permanently bettered. It 

, js a fine, and oftentimes necessary, 
course of action to regulate labor con- 
ditions by law. But how much better 

2 Tin itis to change hearts in a way that will 
make the law unnecessary. 

4 
In the Old Testament the laws and 
statutes are full of provision for fair- 
ness in work, both for the employed and 
the employer. Even the animals used 
by man for work are remembered and 
ait. protected. In the New Testament, while 

6:26- we do not find many specific regulations, 
the whole matter is placed on the much 

r. 4 higher plane of Christian conduct. Ser- 

s. 4:  vants or workers are admonished to be 

| obedient to earthly masters, as unto 

j-24). MM Christ (Eph. 6:5). Service is to be given 

4:35- Hi not only when directly under the eye 

i of the master, or with merely the object 

———“@ of pleasing a man (Eph. 6:6), but as 
at un doing the will of Christ. Masters are 
houses enjoined to treat those who work for 
 gran-@ them with consideration and kindness. 
ine. IM What changes do you suppose would be 
sform-@ made in the present labor situation, if 
ls arell all employers and employees worked in 
ul and accord with this principle? 

) whet ye 

en ses- 

ates of™ One blessing of work is the interest it 

vledgefm gives in life. No normal person enjoys 

to tha idleness. When a man is indolent or 
lazy, it is sometimes because of ill- 







+ these health, but, more often, the result of 
subjec™ sin or disobedience. Heathenism is char- 
nself ism acterized by shiftlessness and laziness. 





Even in civilized lands such as our own, 
when an employer wants a diligent, 
faithful worker he usually makes sure 
that he is at least a church member, 
sensing, in a dim way, the great truth 
that sincere Christians are more fully 
aware of, that when a man or woman 
is born again through faith in Christ, 
one of the first impulses is to find honest 
work, 
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But.while work has many blessings to 
contribute to man, its greatest blessing 
comes only when the individual dis- 
covers and fits into the particular work 
for which God has designed him. We 
sometimes miss the real joy and happi- 
hess that work can bring because we 
are round pegs in square holes, or square 





























a begs in round holes. God, who made us, 
wor - knows just what particular work can 
- “— bring us the greatest joy. It is His pur- 
SS; we pose to place us in just that work, if we 
s fell vit let Him, 

water, How often have you gone to Him for 
why th tion concerning your life work? 
ver sud ag of us are willing to ask Him to 
ith tq the particular work we have chos- 





. But how many of us lay the whole 
Situation before Him and tell Him that 





m, wil 
orts, Ni 
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we have no desire to do anything that is 

not in His will for us? If we will do 

this, and then confidently expect Him 

to guide us step by step into ‘that life 

work, we will reap the richest possible 

blessing and will truly glorify Him. 
PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 1 to 7 


Mon.—Revelation 1:9-20. 
A Vision on the Lord’s Day. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day.” “The Lord’s 
day” is taken by many to mean Sunday; 
but John probably had the “Day of the 
Lord” in mind. The Holy Spirit showed 
him events that will take place in con- 
nection with the return of Christ and 
in His Coming Kingdom. It is true, 
however, that when people are freed 
from worldly cares, and in a worshipful 
attitude, the Christian’s rest day is the 
best day for quietly meditating on the 
Word of God. Pray for Boydton Insti- 
tute, Boydton, Va. 


Tues.—Revelation 2:1-7. Toil and Patience. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou .. . hast 
borne, and hast patience.” God notices 
what ministers, parents, employers, and 
employees, and particularly’ children 
have to bear of life’s burdens. Let us 
also be quick to observe the good quali- 
ties in others. Slow’ to’ criticize, and 
always giving credit where it is due es- 
pecially before speaking of faults. The 
spirit of Christ is too little in. evidence. 
Be meek and mild, slow to wound, and 
quick to heal. Pray for Houston Bible 
Institute, Houston, Tex. 


Wed.—Revelation 2:9-11. Faithful unto Death. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIONs: “Faithful unto 
death.” Die we must, if the Lord tar- 
ries; but it is better to die for faithful- 
ness than for folly. Finish your course 
in a godly way, leave a good testimony 
for Christ behind you. God has grace 
enough for your every trial and bless- 
ing enough for your continual triumph. 
At the end of life’s day may you too 
be able to say, “I have finished my 
course” (2 Tim, 4:7). Pray for Toccoa 
Falls Institute, Toccoa Falls, Ga. 


Thurs.—Revelation 2:18, 19. God Knows. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I know thy 
works, and charity, and service, and faith, 
and thy patience, and thy works; and 
the last to be more than the first.” 
Christ observes what we do, our feel- 
ings, our contributions to the welfare 
of His cause, and the spirit we have in 
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Need Ready Cash? 


YOU CAN MAKE IT 

The quick and easy way, by selling our 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
RELIGIOUS PERSONAL IMPRINTED 
CARDS, 25 for $1.00 with Scripture Text including 
customer’s name, 40 per cent commission. 
RELIGIOUS BOX ASSORTMENT, 21 Scripture 
Text Christmas Cards and a special gift calendar. Re- 
tails for $1.00. Costs you 55 cents. 
RELIGIOUS BOX ASSORTMENT, 12 Scripture 
Text Christmas Cards. Retails for 50 cents. Costs 
you 30 cents. 

Other assorted boxes and personal imprinted lines. 

Commission from 40 per cent to 50 per cent. Write 
at once for full information. 


CHAS. A. BELZ CO. 
1711 Walnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcasi 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


otha Yast Money 


Seli America’s finest 21-foider Scripture- 
text box with or without name imprinted. 
15 other ontstanding boxes. Gorgeous 50 and 


= 2% for $1.00 jinws. “Sunshine” plaques, calen- 
= dars, etc. Heal with big national company 















==% for more profit and fast, dependable ser- 
vies. Experience unnecessary. Write today for 
box on approval and free selling plan. 
NA _~ ART co 
Dept. CA Douglas e 
Third at Spring St. Los Angeles, Calif. 











WHAT CHURCH 
DO YOU ATTEND? 


When you stay at this lovely hotel, located in the 
beautiful Park Place section overlooking the Board- 
walk and the Ocean, you will find churches of many 
denominations close by, and here at the hotel you 
will find congenial Christian friends, . . . the kind 
with whom you prefer to associate. 

Added to this, you have the assurance of a most 
hospitable management and courteous servants to 
anticipate your wishes. Sleep in fine beds, cheerful 
rooms, and enjoy an abundance and variety of foods. 


No liquor served 


But best'of all, you will be astounded to learn how 
moderate the rates are. Write TODAY. 


EVERETT HIGBEE, Manager 


The Runnymede 





ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 











kxtra CHRISTMAS CASH 


Sell Christmas cards that express thé true 
joy of Christmas. 21 exceptionally beautiful 


WESTERN ART STUDIOS, Dept. RA-2 
257 So. Spring St., Los Angeles, Cal. 





Personal 


Christmas 


ersonal Line, 


for cl chorens Visite 

Rody for PRE SAMPLES. 
WETMORE & SUGDEN, INC., Dept.488 
749 Monroe Avenue Rochester. N.Y. 
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Personal Imprinted 
CHRISTMAS 


folders — 100 designs in six , 
CARDS 


1s 90S] F 


100 NEW day Assts. Big line Deluxe 
EXCLUSIVE whey yy zon Sompeee = approval. 
NES A uU ne. 
ntosteeed Rochester, N.Y. 


on the International 


Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 
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Yalues sell60 for $1, up. New 
*Tru-Art’’ Series most unusual ever seen. 
9 EXCLUSIVE BOX ASSORTMENTS 








Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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all we do. The Lord’s eye is upon you, 
dear Christian. Be careful to please 
Him in all things. Pray for Missionary 
Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 
Fri.—Revelation 3:1-6. Imperfect Works. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have not found 
thy works perfect before God.” Christ’s 
knowledge is infinite. How services ap- 
pear before God He knows. Has He not 
said, “I know thy works”? Are yours 
blameless, harmless, undefiled, and com- 
plete? Are you bringing forth fruit unto 
perfection? Pray for Moody Bible In- 
stitute, 153 Institute Pl., Chicago. 


Sat.—Revelation 3:7-13. The Open Door. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have set be- 
fore thee an open door.” Doors of op- 
portunity for successful service which 
no man can close are of the Lord. Your 
business is, therefore, to set the Lord 
always before you, and to look to Him 
for Scriptural direction and for tokens 
of His favor which indicate your work. 
If you are laboring for Christ in diffi- 
cult fields, take heart; God has given 
you an “open door,” and the pledge, “No 
man shutteth.” Pray for Union Bible 
Seminary, Westfield, Ind. 


Sun.—Revelation 3:14-22. Knocking at the Door. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock.” Jesus knocks 








played on the varsity football team. 


**Mrs. 
ed him off right.’’ 


“He Prepared at Stony Brook” 


é<é¢ AS - *s college career draws to a close, I may be justly pardoned in 

letting you know something of his record. 

three years in hockey, two years and probably three in golf, and 
He has sung in the college choir three 
years and played in the band for two years. 
senior class, president of the Student Council, and was one of five seniors 
elected to Pentagon (honorary senior society). 
been good enough to place him on the Dean’s List. 
his way by waiting on table at his fraternity and is still doing so. 


and I feel that much of his college success has been due in 
a large measure to his fine training for two years at Stony Brook. You start- 


He won his varsity letter 


He was elected president of his 


In addition, his marks have 
He has partially earned 





college at Stony Brook. 


college. 





; This letter was recently received by Stony Brook’s headmaster. It came 
quite unsolicited from a lawyer in New York City whose son prepared for 


A boy, who has had Christian character-training, thorough 
academic preparation, and experience in athletic and club ac- 
tivities in boarding school, is ready to get the most out of 
Stony Brook’s varied program gives an opportunity 
for every boy to develop according to his ability. 


C The 1941 catalogue has just come from the press. 
Send for your copy now! 


tony Brook Schoo 


Frank E. Gaesevein, Litt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
Please mention THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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at the sinner’s heart door; and sometime, 
at the backsliddcn church door. The 
Lord’s most direct way to sinners jy 
through His church; when she fails, the 
Gospel fails to reach the people. Ag. 
cordingly, as Christians open the dog: 
to the Lord, sinners will open thei 
hearts to the Gospel. Pray for Pilgrim 
Bible College, 1559 N. Hill Ave., Pasa. 
dena, Calif. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
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$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
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CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 
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